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EdITORIAL
The last several editions of the journal have 
examined the postal rates of several countries extant 
in printed books. On a personal note, the experience 
has been to compile Australian postal rates into a 
chronological digital format: the reason being that 
the Australian Postal Charges Booklets are changed 
frequently. For example, in the late 1960s some of 
the changes occurred with introduction of decimal 
currency, metric weights, parcel post and by UPU 
Congress decisions. Lately new rates books are 
issued yearly and on occasions several times a year.

Thus the use of computers and the programs 
available, allow the rate and mass changes, as well 
as new services to be easily compiled. So what you 
say, we all do that with home budgets and business 
finance. However, we should also consider the speed 
with which technological changes, in both hardware 
and software, are happening. Is digital the way to 
go if things are so changeable? Perhaps the old hard 
copy of books might be better.

Looking back we had the 5½ inch floppy disk, of 
which I still have many, but that was several years 
ago and now my computer doesn’t even have a slot 
to read the later 3¼ inch disks, only a CD, cum DVD 
tray and several USB ports to insert memory sticks 

and other devices. Yes they are great, massive digital 
storage one can carry around in the shirt pocket; thus 
transferring data from work to home or wherever is 
relatively easy. Should we use online storage or some 
other means of backup? Books have been around for 
centuries, they do get fragile with handling, but all 
you need to read them is your eyes.

Trying to circumvent the problem, a large amount 
of data was transferred to a one terabyte portable 
hard drive. And a terror it was, as the jolly hard 
drive corrupted and all the data was lost. So much 
for backing up and storing. The lesson learned is to 
have more than one backup.

The object of this article is to make others aware of 
the frequent changes in digital technology and the 
need to update the storage and retrieval method 
to the latest available, for example it won’t be long 
before DVDs are replaced by Blue Ray readable 
disks.

Sorry to rattle on about these problems, but in one 
of the articles in this issue you will see that a major 
library is preparing digital records of philatelic 
reference books, as well as a searchable index of the 
articles for easier reference by researchers. Currently 
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available indexes, such as the NAPE journal index 
have been provided to assist in minimising the time 
and work necessary to complete the task. 

I must agree that using a computer to search for 
information or references to subjects related to 
philatelic projects saves a great amount of time. 
The proviso being that we keep the stored data safe, 
backed up and the storage media updated to suit the 
ever changing hardware. No mean task.

Most collectors will have experienced the paper 
storage problem, philatelic journals and photocopies 
of articles from reference works, it can become 
mountainous unless the good wife puts her foot 
down; then out it goes. Alas the retrieval of 
items (if not already recycled) can result in hours 
of searching, interrupted by the discovery of a 
particularly interesting philatelic item and going 
off on another track. With articles stored digitally, 
a computer does the searching for key words or file 
names of the articles much faster than searching 
through cupboards, filing cabinets and boxes.

To organise your own digital storage system, prepare 
it similarly to a philatelic exhibit, e.g. make a plan. 
Decide on a format for the index, such as folder 
names and a list of the files they contain. Think of 
it as a filing cabinet with tabbed folders to identify 
the contents. 

Next decide on the method and programs you are 
going to use to convert the paper items to digital. 
There are several computer programs available to 
scan and optical character read the resultant digital 
image into a portable digital format (.pdf), as well 
as others to convert digital data into many of the 
formats readable with Word and other processors, 

such as OmniPage and PaperPort to name a few. 
Thus the conversion of printed books to digital 
format is not insurmountable, just time consuming. 
Developing indexes of the articles into a searchable 
format is another matter. Several database formats 
have been suggested over the years, indeed the 
Australian Philatelic Federation explored the need 
for one many years back. What fields should be 
included in the index/database? The title of the 
article; the author and the subject are relatively 
essential; how many pages, are there illustrations, 
what philatelic class e.g. traditional or postal history 
subject, there are many. Alternatively name the file 
put into the computer and search on keywords as 
stated previously.

Hand written or manuscript articles can be saved as 
digital images, which can be retrieved and printed 
as images of the original. Alternatively, should the 
article be required in a printed font, type the article 
into the computer: a rather laborious task for the 
two-finger typist.

There is another alternative, which a few philatelists 
have tried successfully, that is speech to text on the 
computer. One such program is Dragon Naturally 
Speaking, which can be used for typing, correction 
and formatting by spoken commands.  Another 
possibility is the latest Microsoft Windows 7 is said 
to have speech to text capability. The latter might 
be useful preparing exhibit pages. 

In my opinion computer searchable data is quicker 
and easier to locate, than seeking it within printed 
matter. Unless of course you know exactly where to 
find the information you need. But always keep in 
mind the problems we are faced with in this ever 
changing digital technology world.

PHILATELIC MEASURINg gAUgES
At a recent meeting of our philatelic group, 
mention was made of a Thirkell Gauge as a tool 
sometimes used in relation to stamps.

What is a Thirkell Gauge and what is it used 
for?

Ed.: A Thirkell Position Finder (or gauge) 
Fig 1 was used by collectors for indicating, 
in correspondence with other collectors or in 
printed publications, the position of flaws, 
retouches, re-entries etc on postage stamps. 

Composition of the finder is similar to a clear 
plastic perforation gauge but rectangular in 
shape with grid lines approximately 3mm apart 
on the x and y axis. The squares formed by the 
grid lines are designated 1 – 17 on the x axis 
and A to T on the y axis.

To indicate the position of a design flaw, the 
upright grid is placed over the stamp with the 
zero lines (marked 0, 0) at the top left, against 
and just touching the outermost edges of the 
stamp design.

The position of the detail to be noted is indicated 
by the square or squares through which it is 
visible, and is described by the letter at the left 
and the number at the top (eg ‘Flaw B9’ ‘Scratch 
F2-G3’). An additional note can be added by 
using the millimeter scales to give the size.

Fig 2 Sketches in Fig.2 show how to place the 
Finder on stamps of various shapes. Note – 
correct placing is essential to obtain constant 
readings intelligible to others.

Also of interest may be the Bridger & Kay 
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circular date cancellation gauge. Again a clear 
plastic gauge with circular markings described 
as follows on the accompanying pamphlet

In use, the two thick cross lines are placed so 
that their inter-section is over the centre of the 

cancellation to be measured. The concentric 
circles are used as a guide. It will be noted that 
the two sets of circles have different diameters 
in order to simplify this operation.

The gauge consists of two sets each of five 
concentric circles. These circles are each of such 
a radius so as to allow an exact number of m/m 
in each circumference and an exact number 
of m/m in each of the 16 equal sections of the 
circumference, which are lettered A to P. (The 
diameters of the concentric circles are not 
of great importance for these circles are only 
used for guidance. The thick cross lines are used 
to read off diameters). These thick cross lines of 
the gauge are each graduated in m/m and half m/m 
measuring from the centre. (When measuring 
over and under inked cancellations allowances 
have to be made. In practice it is better to take 
the measurements of the diameter, as the centre 
of the inked line forming the circumference of the 
circle.)

Oval cancellations may also be measured but care 
has to be taken to find the centre; in measuring 
oval cancellations width is given before height.

Positional references of letters and figures 
may be taken from a cancellation with the 
aid of the check letters placed around the 
circumference. Placing the gauge so that 
the top dead centres of the cancellation and 
gauge coincide, a letter in the circumference 
which is for example 2mm along Section B will 
be given the Reference Number 2B. It will be 
noted that the sections of the circum ference 
are each graduated in full mm, the height of 
any letter around the circumference may be 
measured by turning the gauge and using the 
thick cross lines.

Fig.1	-	Thirkell	gauge

Fig.2	-	Where	to	position	the	0-point	of	the	
Thirkell	gauge

Fig.3	-	Bridger	&	Kay	Cancellation	gauge
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INFLATION IN ZIMBABWE
rod Kantor

This note describes the impact that inflation 
in Zimbabwe has had on the country’s postal 
tariffs.

The changes in the postal tariffs can be 
bounded as follows:

 ● 18 April 1980 - Zimbabwe adopts the 
postage rates applicable in Zimbabwe-
Rhodesia on 17 April 1980.  

 ● 26 January 2009 - as part of the process 
of discarding the Zimbabwe Dollar, 
Zimbabwe’s stamps for use on external 
mail are sold in foreign currency (usually 
South African rand or US dollars).  

 ● 5 February 2009 - domestic use stamps 
are now sold in foreign currency.

Postal tariffs 1 to 69

If the postage rates inherited on 18 April 1980 
are taken as the 1st (Note 1) of the Zimbabwe postal 
tariffs then, from the information seen, the last 
change that took place (on 18 February 2009) 
is the 69th postal tariff in the country’s 30 year 
history.  I do, however, believe that there may 
be at least one additional tariff, falling between 
1 December 2007 and 11 February 2008, but I 
have not been able to confirm that. 

At first the rate changes were infrequent 
and relatively far apart.  For example Tariff 
2, taking over from the Zimbabwe-Rhodesia 
rate, was implemented on 11 December 1981 
and remained in place until Tariff 3 came into 
effect on 29 March 1985, a period of 1,204 
days.  By the latter half of 2008, however, 
rates were changing weekly, usually on a 
Monday morning.  Between 10 July 2008 and 
17 February 2009 the longest period for which 
the tariff remained unchanged was 23 days 
and the shortest 4 days.  Finding examples of 
mail used in tariff periods 43 and 46, both 4 
day periods, could prove challenging.

NoN-DeNomiNateD stamPs

A complication in examining the full impact 
of inflation on the rates is the change in the 
expression of the Zimbabwe Dollar.  The Reserve 
Bank of Zimbabwe removed 3 “0”s in August 
2006, a further 10 in August 2008 and, finally, 12 
more in February 2009 before the currency was 
withdrawn from circulation.  If those changes are 
ignored then one measure of inflation may be the 
change in the cost of posting a 10g airmail letter 
to Australia between Tariff 1 and Tariff 66:

Tariff 1
28 Jul 78 - 10 Dec 81 $0.21

Tariff 66
7 Jan 09 - 25 Jan 09  - $50,000,000,000,000,000,000,000.00

One implication of these numbers is the difficulty 
of designing them into postage stamps.  A 
practical solution to both that and the rapid 
rate changes was the adoption of the practice of 
issuing stamps denoted with letters only:

 ● Z - Domestic mail
 ● A - African destinations
 ● E - European destinations
 ● R - Rest of the World

The 1st non-denominated stamp was a domestic 
rate definitive issued on 24 June 2003 inscribed 
“Std Value”.  The 6th definitives issue, released 
on 8 February 2005, included each of the above 
“non denominated” values for the 1st time.  All 
special or commemorative stamps issued since 
the “Heroes” series of 5 August 2008 were marked 
only in non-denominated terms until the most 
recent issue for the Soccer World Cup when, for 
the 1st time, some of the stamps were priced in 
US cents.

Sydney Stamp Expo 2011

This is a Full National Exhibition with all of Australia's current classes available, 

including the Australia Post Cup and The 100 Years On Challenge.

Entries are Closing Soon - Get Your's In Now to Participate

For more details visit our website www.sydneystampexpo2011.org.au

Time is running out

Submit your Application Form Now



Volume 23 Number 4 199

Inflation	in	Zimbabwe

A further innovation occurred in 2009 when 3 of 
the 5 series issued:

 ● Artists (April 2009)

 ● Big 5  (July 2009)  

 ● Heroes (September 2009)

included stamps inscribed either Zb or Zs.  The 
former, sold at US 20c, were intended for domestic 
mail addressed to post office box numbers and the 
latter, sold at US 25c, for mail to street addresses.

receNt Postal covers

The informal structures that have evolved in 
the Zimbabwean economy have seen much mail 
being diverted from the regular postal system to 
messenger based deliveries.  This might have an 
impact on the availability of commercially used 
examples of the Zb and Zs stamps

Other factors contribute to the increasing 
difficulty of obtaining examples of recent mail 
out of Zimbabwe.  These include:

 ● the expense of regular mail due to inflation 
(and the email alternative),

 ● a dwindling letter writing population; and,
 ● the relatively small number of stamps 

released for each issue.

In regard to the last point, a comparison of the 
printing numbers between the last domestic 
rate Rhodesian stamp issued (in 1978, for the 
75th Anniversary of Powered Flight) and the 
domestic rate Zimbabwe Christmas 2009 issue 
shows 5,000,000 of the former but just 10,000 
(200 sheets of 50 stamps) of the latter.

Many of the covers available from mail of recent 
years are possibly a result of communication 
from Zimbabwe to family members who have left 
the country.  The most commonly encountered 
destinations appear to be South Africa, Britain, 
USA and Australia.  The examples shown below 
are to destinations less commonly encountered 
on Zimbabwean mail.

Note 1 - For ease of reference each rate change 
has been allocated a sequential number so 
that, for example, Tariff 2, effective between 11 
December 1981 and 28 March 1985, is followed 
by Tariff 3, in place between 29 March 1985 and 
26 March 1987.

some exAmPles of mAil from ZimbAbwe:

Tariff	Period:		 2	(11	Dec	1981	-	28	Mar	1985)	-	1,204	days
Postage	Rate	to	Kiribati:		 30c	per	10	gms
Postmarked:		 Harare	3	August	1983	
Other	Markings:	 None
Point	of	Interest:	 Although	Rhodesian	stamps	were	still	valid	for	use	at	this	time,	the
		 75th	Anniversary	of	Powered	Flight	issue	had	been	invalidated	on
	 15	July	1982
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Tariff	Period:		 35		(2	Apr	2007	-	17	May	2007)	-	45	days	
Postage	Rate	to	Viet	Nam:		 $7,500	per	10	gms	(there	was	no	$7,500	stamp	in	this	set)
Postmarked:		 Borrowdale	16	April	2007	
Other	Markings:		 Two	Viet	Nam	postmarks	-	813900	XUAN	LOC	KT	(13	May
		 2007)	and	813920	(site	and	date	unclear),	both	on	back

VALE ALLAN BERRy 28 SEP 1937 – 3 SEP 2010
Allan Berry was a member of NAPE, he was 
well known to many members who attended 
philatelic exhibitions in Australia, New 
Zealand and overseas.

Allan was born in the United Kingdom 
and retired to New Zealand with his wife 
Elizabeth many years ago. As with so many 
philatelists he first collected stamps as a 
schoolboy, always with a focus on those of New 
Zealand. Prior to becoming a New Zealand 
resident, he was a recipient of the prestigious 
UK Congress medal, editor of The	Kiwi, the 
Journal of the New Zealand Philatelic Society 
of Great Britain and a Fellow of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of London.

However, many will remember him for his 
contributions to philately after his move to 
the Land of the Long White Cloud. He was an 
exhibitor, a national judge, philatelic writer 
and editor, attendee and helper at virtually 
every show in New Zealand and national 
shows in Australia. His personal library was 
extensive and he was likely a member of more 

stamp clubs in New Zealand than any other 
individual. A selection of his achievements 
included, his editorship of the New Zealand 
Judges Journal from its inception in 1999 
to his death, his election as an Honorary 
Life Member of the Royal Philatelic Society 
of New Zealand and the New Zealand 
Philatelic Federation Award of Honour.  His 
exhibits included New Zealand Government 
Life Insurance stamps and New Zealand 
government Franks. He was also an active 
Overseas Director of the US-based Society of 
Australasian Specialists/Oceania. 

Allan died in Auckland on 3 September 
2010. Jenny Banfield, as a spokesperson for  
philately at his funeral, spoke of the three 
loves of his life; his wife Liz who had died a 
few years earlier, of his family resident in 
the UK and of  philately. His cheery smile 
and unbounded enthusiasm will be missed at 
Stamp Shows and meetings in New Zealand 
and also in Australia. Thank you Allan for 
your contributions to making our hobby all 
the more enjoyable.
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Tariff	Period:		 44		(14	Jul	2008	-	20	July	2008)	-	7	days
Postage	Rate	to	East	Timor:		 R	($60,000,000,000)	per	10	gms
Postmarked:		 Borrowdale	16	April	2007
Other	Markings:		 Sydney	transit	stamp	of	27	Jul	2008	and	Dili	arrival	stamp	-
	 	date	unclear,	both	on	front

Tariff	Period:		 69		(18	Feb	2009	-	current)
Postage	Rate	to	Guinea	(Conakry)		 A	(US	$0.50)	per	10	gms
Postmarked:		 Belvedere	10	Jun	2009
Other	Markings:		 Pink	barcodes	on	front	at	base;	Guinea	Post	Office	of	24
	 Jun	2009	on	back
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ZIMBABWE - Summary of Postal Rate Changes
Rate From To Days Domestic Southern Rest of Africa Europe Asia and Asia Americas Americas and Rest of the World

Period Africa Africa Australasia Australasia
1 28-Jul-78 10-Dec-81 1,232 0.05                     0.07      0.17   0.17                         0.21         0.25       
2 11-Dec-81 28-Mar-85 1,204 0.09                     0.11      0.21   0.21                         0.25 0.30             
3 29-Mar-85 26-Mar-87 728 0.12                     0.18                       0.26                         0.30 0.35             
4 27-Mar-87 28-Mar-91 1,463 0.15                     0.23                       0.35                         0.38 0.45             
5 29-Mar-91 30-Jan-92 308 0.20                     0.39                       0.60                         0.65 0.77             
6 31-Jan-92 05-Mar-92 35 0.20                     0.59                       0.90                         0.98 1.16             
7 06-Mar-92 22-Apr-93 413 0.25                     0.59                       0.90                         0.98 1.16             
8 23-Apr-93 12-Aug-93 112 0.25                     0.71                       1.08                         1.18 1.39             
9 13-Aug-93 28-Feb-94 200 0.35                     1.00                       1.50                         1.67 1.95             
10 01-Mar-94 18-Jan-96 689 0.35                     1.15                       1.75                         1.95 2.30             
11 19-Jan-96 10-Apr-97 448 0.45                     1.50      1.70   2.20                         2.50 3.00             
12 11-Apr-97 20-Nov-97 224 0.65                     2.40                       3.10                         4.20                         
13 21-Nov-97 05-Feb-98 77 0.80                     2.90                       3.80                         5.10                         
14 06-Feb-98 09-Apr-98 63 0.80                     3.70                       4.90                         6.60                         
15 10-Apr-98 15-Jul-99 462 1.20                     5.60                       7.40                         9.90                         
16 16-Jul-99 10-Dec-00 514 2.00                     9.10                       12.00                       16.00                       
17 11-Dec-00 27-Nov-01 352 8.00                     16.00                      21.00                       28.00                       
18 28-Nov-01 09-Jun-02 194 12.00                   25.00                      35.00                       45.00                       
19 10-Jun-02 08-Dec-02 182 20.00                   50.00                      70.00                       90.00                       
20 09-Dec-02 30-Apr-03 143 30.00                   80.00                      110.00                      140.00                      
21 01-May-03 19-Aug-03 111 100.00                  400.00                    550.00                      700.00                      
22 20-Aug-03 31-Dec-03 134 300.00                  1,500.00                 2,100.00                   2,700.00                   
23 01-Jan-04 13-Jul-04 195 500.00                  3,000.00                 4,200.00                   5,400.00                   
24 14-Jul-04 30-Sep-04 79 2,300.00               12,000.00               17,000.00                 22,000.00                 
25 01-Oct-04 30-Nov-04 61 4,600.00               23,500.00               33,500.00                 43,000.00                 
26 01-Dec-04 31-Jul-05 243 6,900.00               30,000.00               40,000.00                 50,000.00                 
27 01-Aug-05 31-Aug-05 31 10,000.00             50,000.00               60,000.00                 80,000.00                 
28 01-Sep-05 09-Oct-05 39 10,250.00             52,000.00               62,000.00                 82,000.00                 
29 10-Oct-05 12-Jan-06 95 18,000.00             80,000.00               95,000.00                 125,000.00               
30 13-Jan-06 31-Mar-06 78 25,000.00             150,000.00             250,000.00               300,000.00               
31 01-Apr-06 30-Jun-06 91 30,000.00             225,000.00             375,000.00               450,000.00               
32 01-Jul-06 08-Oct-06 100 60,000.00            350,000.00           500,000.00             650,000.00

3 zeros removed on 6 August 2006
33 09-Oct-06 23-Jan-07 107 100.00                  600.00                    750.00                      1,000.00                   
34 24-Jan-07 01-Apr-07 68 400.00                  1,500.00                 2,000.00                   2,500.00                   
35 02-Apr-07 17-May-07 46 1,000.00               5,000.00                 6,000.00                   7,500.00                   
36 18-May-07 01-Jul-07 45 3,000.00               12,000.00               17,000.00                 20,000.00                 
37 02-Jul-07 26-Aug-07 56 7,500.00               29,000.00               35,000.00                 45,000.00                 
38 27-Aug-07 30-Nov-07 96 7,500.00               29,000.00               35,000.00                 45,000.00                 
39 01-Dec-07 11-Feb-08 73 25,000.00             100,000.00             170,000.00               240,000.00               
40 12-Feb-08 24-Apr-08 73 550,000.00           1,900,000.00          3,150,000.00            4,600,000.00            
41 25-Apr-08 01-Jun-08 38 4,000,000.00        90,000,000.00        130,000,000.00        160,000,000.00        
42 02-Jun-08 09-Jul-08 38 150,000,000.00    1,000,000,000.00    1,400,000,000.00      1,800,000,000.00      
43 10-Jul-08 13-Jul-08 4 250,000,000.00    2,000,000,000.00    3,000,000,000.00      3,500,000,000.00      
44 14-Jul-08 20-Jul-08 7 250,000,000.00    30,000,000,000.00  50,000,000,000.00    60,000,000,000.00    
45 21-Jul-08 27-Jul-08 7 250,000,000.00    50,000,000,000.00  90,000,000,000.00    110,000,000,000.00
46 28-Jul-08 31-Jul-08 4 250,000,000.00    70,000,000,000.00 130,000,000,000.00 160,000,000,000.00

10 zeros removed on 1 August 2008
47 01-Aug-08 12-Aug-08 12 2.50                     10.00                      20.00                       30.00                       
48 13-Aug-08 17-Aug-08 5 2.50                     16.00                      33.00                       42.00                       
49 18-Aug-08 24-Aug-08 7 2.50                     21.00                      44.00                       57.00                       
50 25-Aug-08 31-Aug-08 7 2.50                     25.00                      55.00                       71.00                       
51 01-Sep-08 07-Sep-08 7 10.00                   30.00                      70.00                       90.00                       
52 08-Sep-08 14-Sep-08 7 10.00                   230.00                    550.00                      700.00                      
53 15-Sep-08 21-Sep-08 7 10.00                   340.00                    790.00                      1,020.00                   
54 22-Sep-08 28-Sep-08 7 200.00                  400.00                    1,000.00                   1,300.00                   
55 29-Sep-08 05-Oct-08 7 200.00                  600.00                    1,300.00                   1,700.00                   
56 06-Oct-08 12-Oct-08 7 200.00                  1,500.00                 3,500.00                   4,500.00                   
57 13-Oct-08 19-Oct-08 7 2,500.00               5,000.00                 11,700.00                 15,100.00                 
58 20-Oct-08 26-Oct-08 7 2,500.00               20,000.00               47,000.00                 60,000.00                 
59 27-Oct-08 02-Nov-08 7 2,500.00               70,000.00               160,000.00               200,000.00               
60 03-Nov-08 09-Nov-08 7 2,500.00               170,000.00             390,000.00               510,000.00               
61 10-Nov-08 16-Nov-08 7 60,000.00             500,000.00             1,100,000.00            1,400,000.00            
62 17-Nov-08 23-Nov-08 7 60,000.00             1,350,000.00          3,250,000.00            4,150,000.00            
63 24-Nov-08 04-Dec-08 11 2,000,000.00        5,000,000.00          10,000,000.00          15,000,000.00          
64 05-Dec-08 14-Dec-08 10 2,000,000.00        3,000,000.00          7,000,000.00            9,000,000.00            
65 15-Dec-08 06-Jan-09 23 2,000,000.00        8,000,000.00          20,000,000.00          25,000,000.00          
66 07-Jan-09 25-Jan-09 19 1,000,000,000.00  2,000,000,000.00    4,000,000,000.00      5,000,000,000.00      
67 26-Jan-09 04-Feb-09 10 1,000,000,000.00

USD
67 26-Jan-09 04-Feb-09 10 1.00                     1.50                       2.00

12 zeros removed on 2 February 2009
68 05-Feb-09 17-Feb-09 13 0.40                     1.00                       1.50                         2.00                         
69 18-Feb-09 0.25                     0.50                       0.75                         1.00                         

LITERATURE ON POSTAL RATES
PArt 3  -  AustrAliA

Geoffrey lewis
This is the third article in a series which 
considers philatelic books that describe postal 
rates.  The first two articles looked at the postal 
rates of the United States of America and Great 
Britain.  The next article will look at the rates 
of France.

These articles are written for the Asia Pacific 
Exhibitor.  Although the subscriber base is 
worldwide, the majority of the members live 
in Australia.  It is natural that many readers 
will be collecting Australian material, and will 
want to research the rates on Australian covers.  

Inflation	in	Zimbabwe
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Judges at Australian exhibitions can always 
expect to be judging quite a few Australian 
exhibits, so will need to know about Australian 
rates even if they do not collect Australian 
material.

This article considers the postal rates of 
Australia, both in the colonial period, and also 
as the Commonwealth of Australia.

the coloNial PerioD

The six Australian colonies New South Wales, 
Van Diemen’s Land (later Tasmania), Victoria, 
South Australia, Queensland and Western 
Australia each had their own independent 
Post Office.  Their rate structures were fairly 
similar, as they were all based on British 
practices.  However, there were considerable 
differences in detail.

Three different approaches have been used by 
authors to describe the rates of the Australian 
colonies.

 ● Description of the rates in chronological 
order.

 ● Listing of rates by country of destination.
 ● Description of every known cover arranged 

by destination.

DescriPtioN of rates

The principal reference is “Australia New 
Zealand UK Mails to 1880” by Colin Tabeart.  
Colin also wrote one of the major books on the 
rates of Great Britain and is one of the most 
versatile postal history writers in the world.  
Although he lives in England, Colin does have 
a family interest in Australia.

Chapter 1 of the book is 60 pages long and is 
devoted to the rates.  This chapter starts with 
a discussion of British rates that are found on 
mail to and from Australia and New Zealand.  
There are separate sections for each of the six 
colonies, and also for New Zealand and even 
the Northern Territory.  It is very useful to 
have the rates for all colonies in the one book.

Within each section several types of rates 
are discussed: internal inland rates; inter-
colonial rates; and the rates for mail to and 
from Britain.  Ship letter rates describe mail 
carried on private ships.  Packet letter rates 
were usually more expensive, and were the 
rates for letters carried by ships on a formal 
contract with the relevant postal authority to 
carry mail.

The rest of the book is devoted to the various 
companies that operated the packet services 
between UK and Australia and/or New Zealand.  
There is a separate chapter for each company.  
The book includes the valuable information of 
the sailing dates for each voyage.  If you can 
read the postmark dates on your cover, you can 
usually use the data in this table to determine 
which ship carried the cover.

The other book with this approach is “The 
Postal History of New South Wales 1788-1901”.  
It only covers New South Wales, but does go 
into more detail on many aspects including 
rates.  Tabeart acknowledges the importance of 
this book.  The book consists of several chapters 
written by different authors, and edited by 
John White.  From an international postal 
history perspective I have found the most useful 
chapter to be Chapter 11 on Maritime Routes, 
Contracts and Rates which was written by my 
friend george Molnar.

Another book that Tabeart relies on heavily is 
the book on New Zealand by gerald Ellott.  
Strictly speaking, it is not in the scope of this 
article, but I am adding this important book to 
the list of references.

When researching the rates on any cover within 
or between the Australian colonies, or to or from 
the United Kingdom, Tabeart’s book is the first 
place to look.  In the overwhelming majority of 
covers, one should find the explanation.

UsiNg the refereNces

I will show how I used these books to analyse 
the rates on the cover in Figure 1.  This cover 
was sold on eBay in September 2010, while I 
was writing this article.  It attracted a lot of 
interest with 22 bids recorded from 8 bidders.  
The cover was sent from Carnarvon, Wales on 8 
Sept 1848.  It was addressed to Melbourne.  The 
two postmarks on the reverse are: a poor strike 
of a red oval Melbourne Ship Letter mark, and 
a good strike of the black Geelong Port Phillip 
oval with date 10 Jan 1849.

There is a manuscript “Ship Letter” and next 
to it “1/4” written with the same red ink.  These 
would have been written at the Post Office of 
sending.  Tabeart discusses British ship letter 
rates on page 4.  From 1840 to 1853 the rate 
was 8d for a letter up to half an ounce, and 
1/4d between half ounce and one ounce.  Thus 
we know the letter weight range.  Note at the 
lower left there appears to be a rate of 2/- which 
has been crossed out.  If this letter had been 
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sent to Australia by the packet service, the 
rate would have been 2 shillings, double the 
single packet rate of 1 shilling.  So it appears 
as though the letter was originally intended to 
be sent by packet, but the sender must have 
then decided to send it as a ship letter.  The 
red circular PAID date-stamp of 9 Sep 1848, 
was applied in London.

There is an Australian rate mark “1/2” in black 
for 1 shilling 2 pence (14 pence), and I have 
found this rate harder to explain.  In Tabeart’s 
section on Victoria, we read that NSW rates 
applied until separation in 1851.  In the NSW 
section we read the rates for ship letters from 
1838 to the end of 1849 were 3d for ½ ounce, 
6d for letters between ½ and ¾ ounce, and 9d 
for letters up to 1 ounce.  Because we know this 
letter weighed between half and one ounce, the 
ship letter rate should be either 6d or 9d.

The letter landed at the port of Melbourne and 
went to Geelong so we need to know the rate 
from Melbourne to Geelong.  From 1835 until 
31 December 1849, the NSW inland rates were 
the same as the British rates of 1812.  These are 
described in more detail by White in Chapter 
5.  These rates were based on the distance 
travelled, and the distance between Melbourne 
and Geelong was approximately 50 miles.  The 
single rate for a letter travelling over 30 miles 
up to 50 miles was 7d, and over 50 miles up to 
80 miles was 8d, consequently the single rate 
may have been either 7d or 8d depending on the 
precise distance.  The only way I could arrive 
at the rate of 14 pence, is by doubling the 7d 
inland rate.  This assumes that there was no 

charge for an inwards ship letter rate, which I 
find surprising.

The next step was to check with an expert in 
this field: Stephen Browne who has the best 
collection of NSW Postal History in the pre-
1850 period.  Stephen has studied many covers 
of this period travelling between Melbourne 
and Geelong, and told me that the single rate 
was always 4d.  The mail was always carried 
by ship, so this 4d was the intracolonial rate 
described by White on pages 143 and 153.  
Consequently the NSW rate of 14d was 6d 
inwards ship fee plus 8d for double the 4d 
intracolonial ship rate.

listiNg of rates

This method has been used by several authors.  
There is a separate table for each possible 
foreign destination.  Each table lists the various 
rates to that particular destination, arranged 
in chronological order of the date that the rate 
commenced.  For many destinations there were 
several possible routes, and these are listed.  
Usually a single name such as Marseilles, 
Southampton or Brindisi, is sufficient to 
identify the route.

Listings of Rates have been done for three 
Australian colonies:

 ● New South Wales.  The listing of letter 
rates for foreign destinations is at the 
end of Chapter 11 in White.

 ● Victoria.  Ben Palmer’s book “The Pre-
UPU Destination Mail of Victoria” gives a 
comprehensive listing for all destinations 
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up to UPU membership in 1891.
 ● Queensland.   Hugh Campbell ’ s 

“The Postal Charges and Fees of 
Queensland1832-1913” lists all the rates 
for Queensland.

The colonies all joined the UPU in 1891.  From 
then on there was a standard set of rates to all 
foreign countries of 2½ pence per half ounce.  
This rate was much cheaper for the customer, 
much easier for the Post Offices to administer, 
but much more boring for the postal historian.

ceNsUs of covers

Ben Palmer has done a census of covers 
for Victoria.  In the second half of the 19th 
century, Victoria had the biggest economy and 
population of the Australian colonies.  As a 
consequence it had the most interesting postal 
history with the widest range of “destination 
mail”.

The gold rush started in the early 1850s.  
This instigated a huge inflow of migrants to 
Australia from many parts of the world.  The 
biggest impact was in Victoria, particularly in 
the Ballarat and Bendigo areas.  This influx 
soon generated huge growth in the port city 
of Melbourne.  Having been lured to Australia 
in the search of gold, many of the immigrants 
soon realised that other occupations such as 
farming were much more economically viable 
options over a longer period of time.

Victoria soon became the most populous colony.  
Many of the colony’s population had been born 
in places other than the United Kingdom.  
This is reflected in the surviving mail from 
Victoria.  From the 1850s more mail was sent 
from Victoria than from any other Australian 
colony.  Furthermore the mail was sent to a 
wider variety of foreign destinations.

Ben Palmer has formed a magnificent collection 
of mail from Victoria to foreign destinations.  
He has accumulated an enormous amount of 
data listing every known cover from Victoria 
to foreign destinations.  He has had access to 
all the major collections of Victoria, and has 

systematically combed auction catalogues 
for references to Victorian covers to foreign 
destinations.

Ben has shared this information with the 
philatelic world in his book.  The major part 
of the book lists all pre-UPU Victorian covers 
he knows of.  He sensibly does not list mail to 
Great Britain, to the other Australian colonies 
and to New Zealand.  He only lists covers 
prior to 1 October 1891, the date that Victoria 
became a member of UPU.

Each destination is listed in alphabetical 
order.  For that destination the covers are 
listed in chronological order of the date of 
sending.  Each cover is described with its place 
of sending, date, destination, rate and the 
stamps used.  The author describes any other 
details of interest.  There is then a separate 
line giving the details of each auction listing 
of that cover: auction house name, date and lot 
number.  Many of the more important covers 
are illustrated.

The country to which the most number of 
covers has been recorded is rather surprising: 
Switzerland.  Followed by substantial numbers 
to the United States, France and the German 
states.

For the overwhelming majority of covers, the 
observed rate agrees with the rate as listed in 
the relevant Post Office notice.  However, there 
is still a significant minority of covers, maybe 
5% to 10% of the census, where the rate seems 
inconsistent with the published rates.  Some 
of them, maybe half, could be explained by 
missing stamps, or by misunderstanding or 
error by the postal clerk at the sending Post 
Office.  However, there are still challenges to 
explain the rates on the remainder.

This book also helps the reader form a 
perspective on the scarcity of a particular 
cover.  That is obvious for covers from Victoria.  
I believe this book will also help the reader 
make some subjective idea of the scarcity of 
any cover from an Australian colony to a foreign 
destination.

tHe CommoNweAltH Period

The six colonies federated in 1901 to form the 
Commonwealth of Australia.

Since the new country was a member of the 
UPU from its birth, postal rates on letters 
and postcards were quite simple until the 
introduction of commercial airmail services in 

the 1930s.

This is the case for most countries in the post-
UPU period.  Apart from airmails there were 
complexities with parcel rates, and rates for 
newspapers and other printed matter.
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Richard Breckon has exhaustively examined 
the postal rates of the Commonwealth.  He 
published his findings in a series of articles 
in the journal Australian	Philatelist in 1988 
and 1989.

Richard’s articles treat each of the different 
postal services.  He discusses conceptually each 
service, and then gives comprehensive tables 
listing the date changes and the relevant rates.  
As well as the services already mentioned, 
he includes registration rates, and rates for 
commercial mail, i.e. second-class, third class 
and fourth class mail.

For airmail rates, Richard effectively gives the 
Post Office Lists.  These were issued at various 
dates, typically when rates had changed, 
and show the airmail rates to all available 
destinations.

Martin Walker also produced a book devoted 
to Australian airmail rates.  Martin’s book 
was also published in 1988, which was a very 
productive time for books on Australian rates.

Martin’s book was produced in a limited edition 
of just fifty copies.  The book was distributed as 
a loose-leaf folder.  There are no page numbers, 
but that is probably not a worry because the 
contents of the book are very well laid out, 
and easy to follow.  Of all the books I have 
seen treating airmail rates from any country, 
I believe this one is the best organised.

The book commences with about 40 pages 
discussing various aspects such as internal 
rates, external rates, prisoner-of-war mail, and 
many other topics.

The rates are listed by destination countries 
in alphabetic order.  Each destination starts 

on a separate page, and for most countries one 
page is sufficient; with a table showing the 
development of airmail rates from Australia 
to that country. In these tables the last date 
listed is 1972.  Australia had implemented 
decimal currency in 1966, and from 1 October 
1973 metric weights. The seven overseas air 
mail zones had also been condensed into five 
zones for which Martin’s tables showed the 
development of the rates for each of these zones.
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THE BATH POSTAL MUSEUM
dingle smith

T h e  p h i l a t e l i c 
museums reviewed 
in the Asia-Pacific	
Exhibitor over the 
past few years have 
focussed on major 
collections held in 
capital cities and 
administered by 
n a t i o n a l  p o s t a l 
agencies. The Bath 
Postal Museum differs, it is located in a 
provincial city and run by a charitable trust. It is 

the only registered 
postal museum of 
its kind in Britain 
that is open to the 
public on a regular 
basis. It is also 
appropriate because 
the FIP Exhibition 
at London 2010 was 
accompanied by a 
national Festival of 

Stamps celebrated at a number of venues many 
of which staged special displays and many of 

Literature	on	Postal	Rates
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which were open for extended periods. The 
Bath Postal Museum located some 160 km. to 
the west of London was one of these.

The city of Bath features on the itinerary 
of many international tourists to the 
United Kingdom. Its Georgian buildings, 
the accompanying spa and the excellently 
preserved Roman Baths are an accredited 
world heritage site.  What better for the 
philatelic visitor than to combine these 
attractions with a visit to the postal museum. 
This was the case for my wife and I; one a keen 
collector and the other not!

In 1977 local residents Audrey and Harold 
Swindells, passionately interested in Bath’s 
postal history developed the idea to create a 
postal museum in Bath, initially to celebrate 
two famous sons of Bath, Ralph Allen and 
John Palmer. In 2006 the venue moved to its 
present location situated beneath the new 
Bath Post office in the centre of the city in 
Northgate Street.  The display space is divided 
into a number of sections which focus on a 
variety of aspects of the development of postal 
services. All are distinguished by the variety and 
quality of artefacts that are on display and by 
the high standard of the accompanying visual 
aids and interactive displays. These cover such 
aspects as the history of written communication 
with examples of early Mesopotamian clay 
tablets from the twenty first century BC to 
modern email. Throughout the displays include 
examples of a wide range of postal items such 
as a reconstructed Victorian rural Cross Posts, 
post boxes and a working model of an early 
perforating machine. The commentary on some 
of the displays is given by the well-known actor 
Richard Briers who, together with author Terry 
Prachett, are among the Patrons of the Museum.

Of particular interest are the displays that 
focus upon the significance of Bath and notable 
Bathonians associated with the development of 
early postal services in the United Kingdom. The 
three key figures are Ralph Allen (1693-1764), 
John Palmer (1742-1818) and Thomas Musgrave 
(1774-1854). Their roles are of importance not 
only for their association with Bath but in the 
development of early postal services throughout 
Britain. Allen was originally from Cornwall 
but his early postal career was in Bath and he 
was appointed Postmaster at the age of only 
18! In 1720 he paid the Post Office £6,000 for 
a seven year contract to set up and operate a 
national system of `Cross Posts�. Prior to this 
all long distance mail was routed via London 
and charged on a mileage rate.  The initial 

contract failed to make a profit nevertheless 
Allen was awarded further contracts that lasted 
until his death. By that time Cross Posts had 
become established and profitable and Allen 
in part invested the profits in local quarries 
which produced the stone that distinguishes the 
Georgian buildings for which Bath is famous. As 
a philanthropist Allen donated the stone used to 
build the Bath Mineral Water Hospital in 1738.

John Palmer was born in Bristol in 1742 and at 
an early age was awarded the Royal Patent for 
the “Royal” theatres in Bristol and Bath. It is of 
interest to note that The Theatre Royal in Bristol, 
which houses the Bristol Old Vic company, is 
the oldest working theatre in Britain. Theatre 
was a key feature of the Georgian social scene 
among the rich who gathered during the season 
especially in Bath. In order to allow the rapid 
transport of actors and scenery between the 
two cities situated some 10 miles apart Palmer 
used `post- chaise’ lightweight carriages which 
were much faster than the heaver stage coaches 
used at the time to transport passengers and 
mail. On 2 August 1784 he extended his fast 
post-chaise transport to the route from Bristol 
to London cutting the travel time from well over 
30 to 16 hours. This was an immediate success 
and during 1785 Palmer travelled 5,000 miles to 
establish eleven additional stage coach routes. 
So successful were these that in 1786 he was 
appointed Surveyor and Comptroller General of 
the Post Office and moved to London. However he 
became frustrated with the financial aspects and 
the bureaucracy and returned to Bath in 1792. 
He was twice Mayor of Bath and its Member of 
Parliament from 1801 to 1807. The specialised 
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mail coach system remained a key feature of the 
British postal system until replaced some sixty 
years later by the development of steam trains 
and growing railway network which offered a 
more reliable and even faster service.

A delightful aspect of the period when the post-
chaise was supreme is illustrated in the Museum 
by recordings of the various calls made on the 
posthorns carried on all the mail coaches.

The third famous Bathonian featured in the 
Museum is Thomas Musgrave. Born in London 
his early career in the Post Office included spells 
as the Mail Agent in Lisbon and service in the 
government `Aliens’ Office’, the latter involved 
reporting on conspiracies that might affect 
national security; this was followed by a spell as 
Comptroller of the Twopenny Post. These were 
posts of some importance and he was appointed 
Postmaster to Bath in 1833 and continued in 
that post until his death in 1854. This of course, 
was a notable period in postal development with 
the introduction of the Uniform Penny Post in 
1840.

The display devoted to Allen, Palmer and 
Musgrave includes excellent portraits of all 
three; that for Palmer is a copy of the original 
painting by Gainsborough. For each there is 
an audio presentation outlining their lives and 
contributions to postal history.

Among the other individual displays at the 
Museum is the “Room of Firsts”.  Pride of place is 
understandably given to the part cover bearing a 
Penny Black postmarked at Bath on 2 May 1840. 
As most postal historians know, this pre-dates 
the official date of issue which was on 6 May 
1840. The piece is therefore the earliest known 
cancel in the world with an adhesive stamp used 
to indicate pre-payment of the postal charge. 
Unfortunately the item displayed is a copy but 
this does not detract from the significance of 

Bath to world philately. The cover, addressed 
to Peckham in London, is thought to have 
been sent by Thomas Musgave. 

The Room of Firsts also includes one of 
the three known copies of the Twopenny 
Mulready envelope to have been cancelled 
on the first day of issue on 6 May 1840. This 
is addressed to Kelston Knole, a residence 
that still exists on the outskirts of Bath. A 
final `first’ is a Parcel Post label attached 
to an addressed wrapper which was posted 
at Canonbury in London to Lowestoft in 
eastern England. This too is a first day of 
issue with stamps to the value of 1/- , the 
limit for a parcel weighing seven pounds (3.2 

kg). This system of parcel post was introduced 
by agreement between the Post Office and the 
Railway Companies and commenced on 1 August 
1883.

A visit to the Bath Postal Museum is a must 
for any philatelic tourist to the West Country 
in England. The trust is to be congratulated on 
providing such excellent displays of interest to 
both the specialist and to any accompanying 
person! In contrast to many of the better known 
national postal museums the emphasis is not 
on the displays of the stamps themselves but 
on postal history and its association with the 
social history of the times depicted. The displays, 
including the many that are inter-active, have 
appeal not only to the dedicated postal historian 
but to children of all ages. Who can resist the 
opportunity to use a perforating machine on a 
special sheet provided by the Museum! 

The	Museum	 is	 open	 from	Monday-Saturday	
throughout	the	year	from	11am	–	5pm	(4.30pm	in	
winter),	the	adult	admission	charge	is	£3.50	with	
concessions	for	children,	students	and	seniors.		
There	 is	a	range	of	activities	 for	children	and	
school	parties.	Further	details	are	given	on	web	
site	www.bathpostalmuseum.org.	The	site	allows	
a	number	 of	archival	 collections	 to	be	viewed	
digitally;	 among	 these	 are	Valentine	 cards,	
disaster	mail	and	a	range	of	documents	related	to	
John	Palmer.	The	postal	address	is	Bath	Postal	
Museum,	27	Northgate	St,	Bath	BA1	1AJ	UK.

There	is	also	an	eBay	shop	with	a	range	of	items	
including	 reproductions	 of	miniature	British	
letter	 boxes.	 The	Museum	Guide,	 on	which	
much	of	his	account	is	based,	is	excellent	and	is	
available	at	a	cost	of	£3.95,	£2.00	postage	(EBay).

The	illustrations	accompanying	this	article	are	
kindly	provided	by	the	Museum	and	reproduced	
here	with	their	permission.

http://www.bathpostalmuseum.org
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AN OPERATIONAL gUIdELINE FOR EXPERT gROUP 
AT WORk AT FIP WORLd STAMP EXHIBITIONS

tay Peng Hian rdP & lim sa bee
iNtroDUctioN

This Operational Guideline is intended for use 
by the Expert Group at the FIP exhibitions, 
which may also be applicable at the continental 
exhibitions.

role

The purpose for the creation of an Expert Group 
at the FIP exhibition is to check the exhibits for 
any forged items. The group members are to 
verify the existence of authenticated certificates, 
and to recommend appropriate actions in case 
forged, faked, repaired and doubtful items are 
detected. The Expert Group shall consist of a 
minimum of 3 members (including the Group 
Team Leader), preferably each member specialises 
in or is more well verse with a specific continent’s 
philatelic materials, that is, Europe, America, 
Asia respectively. They are to be equipped with a 
pair of “sharp eyes” being able to see and spot the 
questionable items which may not be within their 
scope of specialisation. They are to be selected by 
the Exhibition Management in consultation with 
the FIP Consultant. The FIP Board is to give the 
consent and final approval.

iNDePeNDeNcy

The Expert Group is independent of the Jury. For 
this reason and also to ensure the smooth operation 
of the Expert Group, the Exhibition Management 
shall provide a separate compartment or an 
enclosed cubicle in the Jury Room. The essential 
equipment to be provided are computer, scanner, 
colour printer, handy magnifying glass (at best of 
15 times magnifying power), an English speaking 
assistant capable of operating the computer 
& scanner and a CD to save all the completed 
scanning work for FIP record. Unauthorised person 
shall not have access or cause an interruption 
of or interference with the work of the Group. 
To avoid misunderstanding and unnecessary 
embarrassment, officials or representatives of any 
FIP Commissions or persons who are not directly 
responsible for the function of the Expert Group 
shall refrain themselves from interfering while the 
Expert Group is at work. All matter pertaining to 
the Expert Group shall be referred to the Group 
Team Leader or the Secretary of the Jury.

ProceDUres

In the case of a 7-day Exhibition (with 4 days of 
judging):

PreParatory Work

The Expert Group Team Leader and the FIP Board 
Director in charge of the Commission for the Fight 
Against Forgeries shall plan, organise and control 
all processes of the work of the Expert Group 
prior to and during the exhibition according to the 
schedule of Time Table for Jury, Expert Group and 
National Commissioners.
1. The Group Team Leader and FIP Board 

Director in charge of the Commission 
for the Fight Against Forgeries and the 
Expert Group Team Leader shall receive 
the Competitive Exhibits Listing from 
the Exhibition Management (It is the 
responsibility of the FIP Consultant to 
ensure that they receive the Listing 3 solid 
months prior to the exhibition dates).

2. The said FIP Board Director shall study the 
Listing and identify the exhibits which have 
items that required certificates and items 
that do not exhibit again (as recommended 
from the previous exhibitions).

He shall then prepare an action list for further 
inspection containing
(a)  name of exhibitor
(b)  country of exhibitor
(c)  title of exhibits
(d)  detailed items in question for certificates, 

with illustrations sheets attached.

The information should be delivered or 
sent by email to the Expert Group Team 
Leader for attention, to reach him at least 5 
weeks in advance. The Expert Group Team 
Leader will communicate with the respective 
commissioners:

3. to ask for copies of the certificates of the 
specific items from the exhibitors, preferably 
to receive by the Group Team Leader before 
his departure for the Exhibition, 

4.  to ascertain whether the “items do not 
exhibit again” has been complied with.

Day 1 (after roll call at first JUry aND 
exPert groUP meetiNg)
1. The Group Team Leader shall check to 

ensure that all the necessary papers (such 
as Registration Forms (see ANNEX I), notice 
for removal of exhibit, photocopier, scanning 
equipment and the assistant operating the 
scanner, printer and computer etc. are 
readily available.
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2. The Group Team Leader shall brief and 
discuss with group members of the daily 
programme and distribution of work where 
necessary.

3. The first task is to make a specific review 
of exhibit which have received unacceptable 
reports at previous FIP exhibitions, and 
check whether the item in question is on 
display (unless the certificate has been 
submitted before the exhibition or the item 
is not shown). When the item is found, 
the Group should take note of the frame 
and page Nos., and name of the national 
commissioner concerned (for the purpose of 
dismounting the exhibit page subsequently). 
An additional checking form is to be used 
(see ANNEX II). In order to ensure speedy 
spotting of the item and based on past 
experience, it is advisable that all three 
members do the quick check together.

4. If time permits on Day 1, member of the 
Group may proceed to examine all exhibits 
in the Championship Class. All the exhibits 
of the Grand Prix candidate (Grand Prix 
National, Grand Prix International, Grand 
Prix d’Honneur and Grand Prix d’Exposition) 
should be examined immediately upon 
receipt of the list from the Jury Secretary 
on Day 2.

Day 2
1. Members of the Expert Group shall 

judiciously inspect exhibits for new and 
doubtful items in every competitive class 
(except the Youth Class) and shall aim for 
at least 5% of the total number of exhibits. 
Group Team Leader may wish to divide 
among themselves into 3 sub-teams, each 
examining items of certain classes or areas 
(e.g. Europe, America and Asia/Pacific). One 
Registration Form is meant for use for one 
philatelic item in a sheet of exhibit, and all 
information stipulated in the Form should 
be accurately filled. Another Registration 
Form is required for the examination of a 
second item in the same sheet of exhibit. 
A single Registration Form may be used 
if the same opinion is sought for a set of 
stamps on a single exhibit sheet.

2. Expert Group Team Leader is to discuss 
with the Commissioner-General (preferably 
at Commissioners Meeting) to arrange 
for date and time for the dismounting of 
questionable exhibits, and the supply of 
helpers, to open the frames.

3. Judging Teams are to submit the 
Registration Forms for dubious items to 
the Jury Secretary for handing over to 
Expert Group within the first 2 days of 
judging.

4. It is advisable that all the Registration 
Forms (including exhibits queried at 
previous exhibitions) be arranged in the 

sequence of frames numbering. This would 
help facilitate the workflow of dismounting 
on the following day.

Day 3
1. Ideally, the dismounting of exhibit pages 

containing doubtful items for closer 
examination should be done in the morning 
(so that the items after examination can be 
returned and remounted on the same day).

2. Expert Group’s meeting with the National 
Commissioners shall be scheduled for 10 in 
the morning, and another meeting for return 
of exhibits in the late afternoon. Some 
Commissioners and the representatives of 
the Exhibition Management will accompany 
the Expert Group Members to the frames to 
witness the dismounting of pages concerned. 
An A4-size sheet of Notice “Temporary 
Removed by the Organising Committee” (see 
Annex III) should be placed immediately 
when the particular page is removed. It is 
necessary for the Group to bring along a 
large container (a big paper bag or box) to 
keep these exhibits. [Note: The purposes 
of dismounting such pages are that 
1.  the Expert Group has to ascertain 

whether the certificates are attached and 
to check the contents of the certificates, 
and 

2.  at time the Expert Group has to examine 
the postmarks on the reverse of the 
covers, and/or to study the stamps in 
question. 

There was a case of an exhibit with 
certificate stating that the item is faked, 
but it was found on display, inadequately 
described. Furthermore, the certificates 
have to be scanned or photocopied for record 
purposes. Although digital camera can be a 
last resort in the absence of a scanner, the 
result is not ideal as the quality of pictures 
is poor due to reflection or lack of expertise. 
Records of some past exhibitions show that 
the items were actually photographed, 
but there was no follow up to produce the 
pictures for the files].

3. Every page removed from the frame 
shall be examined and a report shall 
be made on the Registration Form with 
a scanned image in colour for FIP’s 
records. A reference No. (e.g. SP07/
gR/2203/2195-7) shall be allocated and 
quoted on each Registration Form.

[Note: SP07 denotes	St	Petersburg	2007	
i.e.	name	of	exhibition	& year,	/gR denotes	
Greece	(country	of	exhibit,	not	the	exhibitor),	
/2203 denotes	 exhibit	No,	 /2195 denotes	
frame	No.	where	the	said	page	is	on	display	
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and -7 denotes	the	said	page’s	position].	In 
this case, it is Row 2 (second row) third 
page counting from left of Row 2 (or 7th page 
counting from 1st page of Row No 1). The 
Expert Group Team Leader shall put down 
his signature, signifying his endorsement 
to the action proposed.

4. Actions proposed by the Expert Group 
are usually of the following types: 
1. No Action Taken (when the items 

examined are in good order);
2. Do Not Show Again (when the items 

are really in dubious condition and 
certificates are unlikely to be issued; 

3. Recommend to Obtain a Certificate 
(this is to tell the exhibitor that the 
items are doubtful and it is in his 
interest to have the item certified, 
if he wishes to show them again in 
future exhibitions).

The Expert Group may also recommend 
downgrading the exhibit by 1 level 
of 5 points or more (usually for items 
without certificates, despite notice being 
given more than once); or to disqualify 
the exhibit from this and/or future FIP 
exhibitions (when there are more than 
half a dozen of forgeries in the exhibit).

5. The items, after examination and 
scanning/photocopying, shall be returned 
to the National Commissioners concerned 
for remounting, if possible on the same 
day as per arrangement made earlier 
with them. It is advisable that the 
Registration Forms together with the 
returned exhibits be organised in the 
order of Frame No. to ease the workflow 
at site.

Day 4
1. Expert Group Team Leader shall finalise all 

paper work before noon. He shall hand over 
two copies of the reports (i.e. the Registration 
Forms) together with illustration in black 
& white) to the National Commissioners 
concerned (during the Commissioners 
Meeting) for onward transmission to the 
respective exhibitor and the FIP member 
federations where the exhibitors belong 
to. The Commissioner shall sign the 
third copy of the Registration Form and 
the illustration sheet to acknowledge the 
receipt. This is to ensure that the message 
is properly and effectively conveyed to the 
exhibitors.

2. The actions recommended by the Expert 
Group would need the consensus of the Jury. 
The Expert Group Report incorporating 
the Group· recommendations shall be 
presented by reading out to the Jury in 

the afternoon of Day 4.
3. The Jury Presidium shall decide whether 

to put forward all or part of the Expert 
Group’s recommendations for the Jury’s 
consideration and approval. The result 
(awards) of all exhibits would then 
be tabled by the Jury Secretary, after 
having incorporated the Expert Group· 
recommendations, and having received 
the final approval of the Jury. The Jury 
Secretary shall present the Jury Report to 
the Jury. Both the Expert Group Report 
and the Jury Report will be published in 
the Palmares Awards Booklet.

4. The Expert Group Team Leader shall, 
upon completion of the task, hand over the 
following to the said FIP Board Director:-
a. One copy of Expert Group Report duly 

signed by all the group members,
b. One set of all Registration Form with 

coloured Illustration sheets attached,
c. One set of Registration Form with black 

& white Illustration sheets attached, 
duly signed by the commissioners,

d. A CD-rom containing all the scanned 
items.

coNclUsioN
1. The above is the standard operating 

procedure of the Expert Group for a 7-day 
exhibition and modification in terms of 
time frame may be made depending on 
the number of exhibits and days of the 
exhibition. Expert Group Team Leader 
may, in consultation with FIP Consultant, 
propose the necessary changes.

2. It should be emphasised that the main 
objective of the Expert Group is to 
guide, assist and protect the interest of 
the exhibitors who enjoy the great fun 
of exhibiting in the FIP world stamp 
exhibitions.

footNotes

Mr Tay is currently the FIP Board Director 
overseeing the activities of the FIP Commission 
for Fight Against Forgeries. Mr Tay was 
involved in the FIP Expert Group operations at 
BANGKOK 1993, PACIFIC EXPLORER 2005, 
MALAGA 2006, EFIRO 2008 and PRAGA 2008. 
He has served as Expert Group Team Leader on 
four occasions.

Mr Lim is actively involved in the Expert Group 
activities at the FIAP (Federation of Inter-Asian 
Philately) Asian international stamp exhibitions 
since 1996. He was the Expert Group Team 
Leader at ST PETERSBURG 2007.
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 Star-Studded  24/25  November  Sale 
 
 
Featuring The Malcolm Montgomery B.N.A Collection, 
the Boisvert Canada Collection,  
the Bernard Lucas Pneumatic Mail of the World,   
the John Whiteside France,  
the Alan Wall Bristol,  
the ‘Oakhill’  Transatlantic Mail Collection,  
fine Antarctic Expedition covers,  
US Confederate States/Civil War Collection,  
rare British East Africa stamps, exceptional GB 1d Reds, fine Egypt, Hong Kong, 
New Guinea etc.,  and 
an 1801 Nelson autograph letter signed, to Emma Hamilton & mentioning their 
daughter Horatia,  etc., etc. 

 
Cavendish House,  153-157  London Road,    Derby,      

DE1 2SY,  U.K. 
Ph:  +44 1332 250970                                            
Fax: +44 1332 294440                                          

Email:  stamps@cavendishphilauc.demon.co.uk  

www.cavendish-auctions.com 

Catalogues (2) available on-line end October.  
Please contact us early for phone-bidding or 

scans for these auctions. 
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ROyAL PHILATELIC SOCIETy LONdON
Chris King frPsl 

The Royal Philatelic Society London, established 
in 1869 as The Philatelic Society, London, is 
the oldest philatelic society in the world. We 
became ‘Royal’ when His Majesty King Edward 
VII granted the privilege in 1906, ten years 
after his son, HRH The Duke of York, became 
President of the Society. When the Duke 
became King George V in 1910 he continued 
to act as our Patron and in 1924 granted the 
Society permission to use the Royal Arms on 
its stationery and publications. 

The RPSL exists to promote the advancement 
of the science and practice of philately, to 
inform members of the Society on matters 
affecting any of its objects, to assist and 
carry out philatelic research, and to print, 
publish and issue papers, periodicals, books, 
circulars in support of its objects. It can hold, 
or assist with international, or other philatelic 
exhibitions in the UK or elsewhere, and offer 
and award prizes, medals or other recognition 
in connection with exhibitions or for any 
literary work connected with philately. Finally 
it exists to establish and maintain a library and 
collections of stamps, designs, proofs, essays 
and other articles of interest relating to any 
of its objects. 

We may be venerable, we are proud of our 
expertise, and we strive for excellence, but we 
are not stuffy, and welcome philatelists from all 
walks of life from the very wealthy to those of 
modest means. We are heading rapidly towards 
our 2,000th member. 

Alan	Moorcroft,	President	of	the	Society,	 
enjoying	a	glass	of	red	wine,	after	a	meeting	

This article has two purposes. The first is to 
tell something about the Society’s ambitions 
and the second, and more important, is to set 
out the advantages of membership. These may 
not be obvious from a standpoint 10,000 miles 
from London, but then over a hundred people, 
many from overseas applied to join at the 
international exhibition in London last May. 

Traditionally one of the main privileges of 
membership has been the use of the premises 
at 41 Devonshire Place and the opportunity 
to attend regular meetings, inspecting many 
of the finest collections of stamps in existence 
and meeting prominent collectors. This is still 
true and we occasionally have more than 150 
members turning up to see our two-weekly 
displays or to listen to lectures on a wide range 
of philatelic subjects. These now appear on our 
website, usually in the form of a handout which 
can be downloaded without cost to members, 

The	Royal	Philatelic	Society	London:	the	front	
door	at	41	Devonshire	Place,	London	W1
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and audio recordings of the oral presentations 
are also uploaded on to the Internet so that 
they can be listened to anywhere in the world.  

More than half of our members now live outside 
the United Kingdom, and we like to think 
that the new approach of reaching out to the 
philatelic world is part of this growth. 

We are enormously proud of our library. 
Membership gives access to one of the most 
comprehensive libraries of philatelic literature 
in the world, as well as to the latest catalogues 
and periodicals. These are held in seven 
sections in five locations on three floors of our 
premises, and are a unique resource if you can 
get to London. 

Over the past eighteen months we have begun 
to deal more effectively with the needs of 
our members overseas, those in the United 

Kingdom who live far away, or 
in recognition of our somewhat 
aging hobby, those who are 
housebound. 

This programme, known as the 
RPSL Catalogue, or the ‘Digital 
Royal’, will comprehensively 
list our philatelic records and 
artefacts  and make these 
available via the internet over 
the coming years. The system was 
officially launched at London 2010 
and can now be seen at www.rpsl.
org.uk. Access to some records is 
restricted to members only, but in 
support of our charitable status, 
many are publicly available. 

The library contains many 
specialist volumes and limited 
editions, and the RPSL Catalogue 

now includes all books held at 41 Devonshire 
Place with more than 12,500 volumes listed. 
We receive copies of up to 300 periodicals each 
year with 2,400 titles held, the earliest dating 
from 1879. Maintaining a record of these is an 

immense task, and the Librarian, 
Ian Crane, has made available a 
record of these holdings for the 
Catalogue.  

Our extensive collection of 
over 11,000 auction catalogues 
includes named and general 
sales from more than 250 auction 
houses, is also now available. 
These date back to 1872, with 
not only British sales but with 
strength in European and North 
American auction houses. The 
data for each catalogue includes 
the name of the auction house, 
the location of the auction and 
the date. The names of vendors 
and the subject-matter (e.g. 
country or theme) of the sales are 
included in many instances.  

We hold stamp catalogues published by Stanley 
Gibbons in a nearly complete range from the 
early 1900s together with good runs of other 
internationally recognised catalogues published 
abroad. 2,250 are listed on the Internet and 
are available for research ranging from 1862 
with J.B. Moens’ Manuel du collectioneur 

Alan	Moorcroft,	President	of	the	RPSL,	in	the	periodicals	
library	congratulating	Francis	and	Christopher	Podger	after	

their	display	15th	May	2010

Cheryl	Ganz,	Chief	Curator	of	Philately	at	the	Smithsonian	
National	Postal	Museum,	after	her	five	o’clock	presentation	to	
the	Society	entitled	“Come	Take	a	Ride	on	the	Hindenburg”

http://www.rpsl.org.uk/
http://www.rpsl.org.uk/
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de Timbre-Poste to the 
present day.  Equally 
exhib i t ion  l i terature 
produced by the organisers 
of all major international, 
UK national and other 
s p e c i a l i s t  m e e t i n g s , 
f requent ly  inc lud ing 
philatelic information 
and articles not available 
elsewhere, are gradually 
being listed. These are 
interspersed with records 

of other events. The earliest is from the 
Ausstellung der Postwertzeichen in Vienna, 
Austria, from 13-20 November 1881, and the 
latest accession is from London 2010. 

Over time other research material held in the 
library including articles, personal research 
notes, copies of collections and displays, 
Commonwealth gazettes and Post Office guides 
will be searchable on the Internet.  

In addition, The London Philatelist is mailed 
out to all members ten times a year. The 
journal, with its exemplary reputation, has 
appeared without break since January 1892. 
Over the intervening 118 years, a wealth 
of advanced philatelic knowledge has been 
printed in its 33,000 pages. It covers the whole 
world’s philately and postal history and tries to 
publish only fresh articles, often the work of a 
member who has given a display to the Society, 
with half of its output fairly described as wholly 
original work. This is also available digitally: 
on the website, on CD, and will soon be offered 

on DVD. Individual issues can be downloaded 
from the website for a small fee, but at half 
price for members. These can be searched for 
any text that has appeared since 1892, with all 
articles in which the text appears being listed.  

While this project has been in process, several 
new opportunities presented themselves. The 
Creeke Index is a listing of the philatelic articles 
and reports appearing either in the English 
language press or in Le Timbre-Poste up to the 
end of 1928. Prepared on a typewriter by the 
philatelic journalist, Anthony Buck Creeke, 
using a complex, and almost incomprehensible 
coding system. Use of spreadsheet technology 
has helped to unscramble the code, with so far 
22 countries completed. These listings from the 
early literature are also progressively finding 
their way into the Catalogue. 

A chance conversation of the “wouldn’t it be 
good if ....” variety gave us a new objective, that 
of creating a single index of all specialist society 
journals. This began with the painful realisation 
that our own collection of journals is effectively 
closed without a searchable journal, unless the 
researcher has both time and patience, and the 
ability to visit the Society. This super-index 
will promote cross-disciplinary research and 
help to unlock information buried in active 
and in closed journals. Over 70 Societies have 
generously donated their indexes with over 
200,000 lines of data so far, including NAPE. 
These have been restructured and uploaded to 
the Catalogue. Searching is freely available and 
we are actively seeking new societies to join us 
in this endeavour; target, half a million entries 
by Christmas 2011. 

So where is this all going? The Society’s Expert 

The	Digital	Royal:	 
Courtesy	of	Dell	Inc.

RPSL	Home	Page	with	access	to	the	Catalogue	from	the	second	box	on	the	right-hand	side
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Committee holds photographs, certificates, 
forgery and other reference collections, and 
has its own library. The photographic collection 
contains over 200,000 photographs, and at 
the very least these need to be scanned for 
conservation purposes. These are unlikely to be 
made available to the public over the Internet 
for obvious reasons, but they could be made 
available for research purposes, given sufficient 
security, and even over the Internet. It may 
be possible to do this also for the Society’s 
collections of stamps, postal history, essays and 
proofs, although this is a longer term objective. 

Our Museum has had all its artefacts 
professionally photographed including items 
such as dandy rolls, lithographic plates, dies, 
transfer rollers, letter scale and many other 
three dimensional objects. Eventually these 
will be added to the RPSL Catalogue, but first 
searchable data needs to be attached to each 
item. 

The Society’s archive contains 700 handouts 
provided by displayers at meetings since 1918 
ranging from single sheets of paper listing 
the items on display to extensive publications 
including complex images that can be regarded 
as significant contributions to the literature. 
Many contain material of value to researchers, 
and these have been scanned and converted to 
a searchable pdf format and uploaded to the 
RPSL Catalogue and will be freely available 
for 12 months after the meeting at which they 
were presented.  

The Archive also includes very considerable 
documentation relating to the Society’s history, 
the history of philately in the United Kingdom 
and elsewhere, the Philatelic Congress, the 
RDP and other material, including gifts 
and legacies. Presentations, 
handouts and other papers are 
held together with photographic 
records both historic and current. 
A start has been made with the 
handouts, as noted above, but the 
jewel in the crown is the Perkins 
Bacon Archive. 

The Perkins Bacon Archive at the 
Royal dates from 1935 when the 
company closed and their assets 
were disposed of. In 1936 we 
acquired much of them for £1,000: 
the total of the acquisition ran 
to some two hundred volumes 
amounting to approximately 
95,000 pages. Unfortunately 

most of the archive is handwritten, which 
means that it cannot be captured by automatic 
Optical Character Recognition techniques. 

The Archive comprises the following separate 
types of records: Delivery Books; Engraving 
Books; Financial Printing; Hardening Books; 
Invoice Books; Ledgers; Letter Books; Letter 
Book Drafts; Postage Stamp Books; Printing 
Account Book; Printing Journals; and Printing 
Warrants. Each of these is split into a series 
of chronological volumes covering, typically, 
a hundred year period from 1835. Everything 
from the warrant ordering the printing of the 
Penny Black onwards through the British 
Empire and Latin America to 1935 is included. 

We are now seeking funding to scan all of the 
records to 1846 and have commissioned the 
design and build of a web-based data capture 
mechanism that will allow volunteers to view 
the scanned images, transcribe the texts from 
any Internet connected PC in the world, and the 
Society will prepare the resulting transcription 
for online publication. By Christmas members 
anywhere will be able to participate in bringing 
these records to public view, after being largely 
invisible for 75 years. They will not be cherry 
picked, so every page that can be scanned, 
will be scanned. Of course the project will also 
conserve the archive which is fragile, and by 
scanning in colour at 600 dpi the project should 
mean that the originals need not to be handled 
in future. 

It’s important to note that we also have 
meetings, predominantly social, overseas, with 
a lunch at the Melbourne stamp show last year, 
receptions in Sweden and Paris this year, with 
another to follow in Lisbon in October. The 
social side of philately is very important to us. 

The	Society’s	meeting	room	at	41	Devonshire	Place,	London
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There are other advantages of membership 
which also give the right to submit items to 
our Expert Committee at fees lower than 
those payable by non-members, including 
two opinions each year subject only to £10 
per item handling charge. Also by the terms 
of the Society’s constitution the Council may 
designate members as ‘Fellows’ of the Society. 
Fellows have the right to place the letters 
FRPSL after their names. 

The Society is forward thinking, outgoing, and 
progressive and we want to see philatelists 
who share our objectives become members. 
Applicants must be aged 18 or over, we accept 

philatelic dealers and auctioneers, and you 
don’t need to be invited to join. If you are 
interested in becoming a member, we can find 
other members to act as your proposer and 
seconder. It is not necessary for a prospective 
member to be an advanced philatelist, simply 
to believe in the pursuit of excellence and in 
the furtherance of the objects of the Society, 
and of philately. 

If you are interested, go to the website and 
download a form, or simply email secretary@
rpsl.org.uk, and if you are interested in any of 
our projects, contact us anyway. 

NEW HEBRIdES / NOUVELLES-HéBRIdES
sheryll ruecker

Why i PickeD this toPic 

This exhibit shows what can happen when you 
start having to “specialise” your collecting interests 
to appease stamp club members. They are not 
satisfied that you collect the world, or even your 
own country, so you end up picking just one country. 
Something that is affordable. A dead country 
to avoid the commitment of having to buy new 
issues. And hopefully something that has not been 
researched to death. It also helps if you already 
have a few stamps from that country and have 
been there. That is how I started collecting the New 
Hebrides back in 1995.

You finally announce this to the world (to appease 
club members, remember?). Then suddenly 
everyone pitches in and helps. You are shown 
auction catalogues with suitable interesting lots, 
or people bring in items from their own collections. 
They tell you about other collectors to contact, 
societies to join and websites to visit. And before 
long, they are asking you to exhibit in the next 
stampshow. Two frames at state level at Canberra 
Stampshow 2000 to be exact.

Because it was a collection that became “specialised”, 
it is entered in the traditional class. And there is 
even a handbook, a “bible” associated with that 
country. All you have to do is follow the layout as 
it is written in the bible and voila! An exhibit! How 
hard can that be? 

a short iNtroDUctioN to the exhibit as a 
Whole

You start after the missionary period of the mid-
19th century, as you’ve never seen any of those 
Nisbet letters in auction catalogues, let alone 
owned any of them. And you stop at 1949, as you’ve 
been told that the later issues are “philatelically 
boring”. So now you are not collecting all of the New 
Hebrides any more, but only the part between 1892 
(when the NSW Postal Agency moved to Vila) and 

1948 (after the 1938 gold currency issue and its 
associated 1941 France Libre issue). 

Well, what do you know! The New Hebrides was 
a Condominium! That means it was ruled jointly 
by both Britain and France, from 1906. And both 
countries were involved earlier than that, since well 
before the Joint Naval Convention in 1887. So you 
have the NSW and New Caledonia postal agencies, 
then some local issues to make it all more exciting, 
and even some wonderful military franchise essays 
that the French dreamed up. 

After it became a condominium in 1906, you have 
provisional overprints on the stamps of Fiji and 
New Caledonia. At least two issues of each, as 
the French, especially, didn’t use the approved 
wording on theirs. All this before 1911, when the 
New Hebrides finally joined the UPU and issued 
its own stamps. Two sets of each issue, British and 
French, all the way along till 1980 if you wanted to 
continue till its independence as Vanuatu. So you 
have to decide how you are going to show them. In 
my case, it made sense to start with the British, 
and then the French, for each issue, just like the 
chapters in the handbook.

hoW it got to Where it is NoW 

The judges were kind to first-time state exhibitors, 
and said “try a national next time”. So the race was 
on to get it ready for the next exhibition. Three 
frames at Christchurch for Canpex 2000, a mere six 
months later. Spending rate increased markedly, 
much research done, and a lot of discussion with 
all the other collectors I had befriended. 

At this show I made a decision not to be a bridesmaid 
any more, and bought a NSW missionary cover 
which still takes pride of place on page two. Serious 
spending ensued in the following three months 
while I chased up “sexy” items I had previously 
regarded as out of my reach. I also gave myself 
a two-year break to allow time to accumulate 

Royal	Philatelic	Society	London
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material at a more civilised pace while expanding it 
to four frames for Stampshow Melbourne ’02. It was 
here that I achieved 75 points, a national Vermeil 
and my ticket to international exhibiting!

After 2003, I was no longer in a position to add much 
monetary value to the exhibit. It remained at four 
frames when shown at Canberra Stampshow 2004 
at state level. 

I moved to Oregon in 2005, and started again slowly 
in the US exhibiting arena by putting the 2004 
exhibit unchanged in a local show in 2006. The 
judges suggested a way to expand it to five frames, 
which I did for the APS Stampshow in 2007 held 
here in Portland, and it was awarded Gold.

I took the opportunity to show it in the Court of 
Honour at the COALPEX 2008 regional show, an 
exhibition for women only, where it achieved Best 
of the Best for multi-frame exhibits. 

Where does one go from here, with a traditional 
exhibit that is still missing a couple of the rarities 
and can do with some more fleshing out? It made 
sense to show it again here in Portland at PIPEX 
09, but it dropped to Vermeil despite improvements 
in treatment. 

Now I am at a crossroads with it. I have tried to 
squeeze every ounce out of it as far as presentation 
and treatment are concerned, so I can either throw 
money at it or take a different direction with it. 
PIPEX is being held here again in 2012, so we’ll see.

syNoPsis As submitted to PiPex 2009

PUrPose

This exhibit focuses on the stamps designed for and 
used in the New Hebrides, from the NSW postal 
agency in 1892, through the 1938 definitives.  

scoPe aND imPortaNce

The time period from 1892 through the 1938 
issue covers the first New Hebrides postmarks on 
stamps of New South Wales and New Caledonia, 
essays of unissued French Military Franchise 
stamps, local issues by Australian and French 
shipping companies, provisional British and French 
condominium overprints, the first condominium 
definitive issues and associated overprints, the 1925 
dual currency definitive series and the 1938 gold 
currency definitive series. 

Due to more sophisticated printing technology 
and improved international communications, 
issues after this period are, with a few exceptions, 
much more common and with fewer varieties, thus 
stimulate less philatelic interest. 

orgaNizatioN aND PreseNtatioN
 ● Chronological order, dealing with British, 

then French, issues within each general 
time period. 

 ● Showing essays, proofs, specimen stamps, 
issued stamps, printing characteristics, 
varieties and usages. 

 ● Postage due stamps are shown after their 
associated series. 

 ● Printing information is shown in tables 
below each issue. 

 ● Cancellation, registration and specimen type 
number abbreviations (e.g. T5, R1, D12x) 
have been used so as not to detract from the 
other information presented in the exhibit 
(see References 2 & 4).

 ● Scarce or unusual items (see italicized 
items in Highlights below) are outlined in 

dark gray.

rarity aND coNDitioN 
 ● All official specimen issues shown.
 ● Acquisition of quality items in good condition 

attempted where possible (see Challenge 
Factors 3, 4 & 5).

 ● Avoidance of using philatelic covers where 
possible, with the aim of showing correctly 
rated covers using stamps representing the 
rates (see Challenge Factors 6, 7 & 8).

 ● Many covers showing registration, airmail 
and/or more uncommon destinations.

challeNge factors
1. Aside from the Hals & Collas work, published 

information is scattered through magazines, 
journals, reference books and occasional 
monographs, not readily available. 

2. Organizational and communications problems 
within the condominium government affected 
the design, printing and issuing of the stamps.

3. Printing technology limitations and human 
mishaps during pressure of time and distance 
created scarce overprint varieties.

4. There was little likelihood of material 
surviving in good condition in the archipelago 
due to the heat and humidity. 

5. Scarcity of early material, and the more 
significant is bound up in collections.  However, 
since the arrival of the information-sharing 
capacity of the internet and improvements 
in international communications, collectors 
have been able to develop more of an 
understanding of the range of material still 
in existence. 

6. The absence of definitive published rate 
tables for the New Hebrides precludes easy 
identification of what would be deemed 
“correct rate”. 

7. Depending on the issue, covers were often 
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philatelically contrived or sent by the 
postmaster to collectors, with few correctly-
rated personal or commercial items available.

8. Examples of single stamps on cover depicting 
correct rate for the stamp are hard to find, 
and almost non-existent for the higher values, 
particularly for British issues, as rates were 
based on the French colonial tariff.

history of the exhibit

Australia/New Zealand:

2000 Canberra Stampshow 2000, State 
level, 2 frames, Large Silver, 65 points
Canpex 2000, National level, 3 frames, 
Large Silver, 74 points

2002 Stampshow Melbourne ‘02, National 
level, 4 frames, Vermeil, 75 points

2004 Canberra Stampshow 2004, State 
level, 4 frames, Large Vermeil, 75 
points

usA:

2006 Metro Stamp Show 2006, Portland, 
OR, Local level, 4 frames, Gold and 
Grand

2007 APS Stampshow 2007, Portland, OR, 
National level, 5 frames, Gold 

2008 COALPEX 2008, Walnut Creek, CA, 
Local level, 5 frames, Gold and Best 
of the Best (Multi-frame)

Copies of these can be seen online at http://www.
sheryll.net/Exhibit/Exhibit.htm.

Showings before 2007 included the 1941 France 
Libre commemorative issue. 

highlights

frame 1 
 ● postcard to France posted on the “Kersaint” 

using NSW postal agency
 ● missionary cover to Canada using NSW 

postal agency
 ● covers and singles showing NC postal agency 

usage
 ● postcard to New Zealand showing scarce 

usage of NC postal agency Port-Vila canceller 
 ● wide range of scarce 1893 French Military 

Franchise essays (sheets and single essays), 
showing personal research 

 ● block of 4 from only known imperforate 
sheet of 1d 1897 ANHCo local issue

 ● 1903 Syndicat-Français des Nouvelles-

Hébrides 5c “S E N H” variety 

frame 2 
 ● blocks of 1907 “NELLES HÉBRIDES” 

overprint essays, showing personal research
 ● millesime pairs of all the French 1908 NC 

overprints, issued in 1908 and 1910
 ● letter to France showing scarce late usage 

of NC postal agency Port-Sandwich canceller
 ● 1910 British condominium ½d overprint 

specimen broken “M” variety
 ● 1910 British condominium overprints used 

on covers to Sweden, Canada

frame 3
 ● 1921 British Script CA used on cover to 

Denmark
 ● 1911 French definitive series 40c color trial 

overprinted SPECIMEN 
 ● 1920 French 5c on 50c overprint without 

CONDOMINIUM margin copy (300 printed)
 ● millesime blocks of French 5c on 50c and 

10c on 25c overprints 
 ● Earliest known usage of 1920 provisional 

surcharges, 7 June 1920 using French issue
 ● 1921 French 05c on 40c split overprint variety
 ● 1924 British 5d on 2½d inverted overprint 

(31 recorded copies)
 ● scarce commercial usage of 1920-1924 

provisional overprints

frame 4
 ● die proof of 1925 French dual currency 30c-

3d (one printed per denomination) 
 ● plate proof block of four of 1925 British dual 

currency 60c-6d value
 ● Earliest known usage of 1925 dual currency 

issue, 23 July 1925 using British issue
 ● Mourning cover to France using 1925 British 

dual currency issue 
 ● 1925 French dual currency issue inter-island 

cover
 ● 1925 French dual currency issue used on 

“S.S. Bucephale” cover 
 ● 1925 French dual currency issue used on 

registered airmail cover pre-WWII

frame 5
 ● wide range of usage for 1938 gold currency 

issue
 ● cover showing use of 1938 British postage 

due 10c value
 ● earliest known air mail cover for 1938 gold 

currency issue, using French issue 
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Page	1	-	The	Title	Page
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(Page	2	-	see	Front	Page)	
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Page	27	-	1910	British	Items	
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Page	36	-	1911	British	items	with	plate	scratches,	cover	to	Denmark
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(Page	49	-	See	back	cover)	Page	58	-	1925	French	issue	-	fresh	entries
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Page	79	-	1938	French	Airmail
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refereNces 

1. Hals, N. & Collas, P.  The New Hebrides 
- Their Postal History and Postage Stamps, 
Collectors Club Inc., New York, 1967 – still the basic 
guide to New Hebrides stamps and postal history. 
Nothing major has since been published in book 
form.

2. Phillips, P., Crompton, J., Holland, W.  
New Hebrides Cancellation Study 1892 — 1980, 
Pacific Islands Study Circle of Great Britain, 1995 
– accepted reference for classifying postmarks and 
other postal markings, and used in this exhibit.

3. Klinger, R., Treadwell, M., Ruecker, S., 
Goron, H., Merot, J. et al (1999)  The Virtual Stamp 
Album New Hebrides [http://www.ro-klinger.de/

NH/] – collaborative website covering New Hebrides 
stamps and postal history, taking up where Hals 
& Collas left off.  Comprehensive in many areas, 
contains much rare material and new research. A 
range of the exhibitor’s material is shown there as 
Oswald and Ruecker collections.

4. Samuel, Marcus  Specimen Stamps of the 
Crown Colonies 1857-1948, The Royal Philatelic 
Society, London, 1976 – specimen type numbers 
are used in this exhibit.

5. Articles from numerous journals, 
magazines, auction catalogues and monographs, 
including Pacifica  (Pacific Islands Study Circle of 
Great Britain (PISC)) and The Informer (Society of 
Australasian Specialists/Oceania (SAS/O)).

Page	63	-	1925	French	Airmail
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AVIATION SECURITy STICkER – REgULAR 
INTERNATIONAL CUSTOMER

bernard doherty fAP
The advent of contract parcels seems to have 
generated an influx of service stickers issued 
direct to companies using Australia Post 
contract parcels for internet generated sales 
transmission and logistical services.

Australian users of Ebay, would now know 
that the postal charges for items sold via Ebay 
can now be generated by entering weight, 
destination and services required on the 
invoice.

Similarly, other firms using the internet to 
generate sales use the Australia Post ELADS 
system to generate tracking barcodes, package 
labels and any special service stickers.

The envelope illustrated here may have been 
attached to a parcel/package containing 

software for a computer.  AVG anti-virus 
software is relatively popular and probably 
is forwarded to Asian and Pacific Island 
locations, thus the firm would frequently have 
a use for the Australia Post sticker (reorder 
number 8838937 – Feb ’03) REGULAR 
INTERNATIONAL CUSTOMER. 

It is possible that other airmail and postal 
history collectors may have previously noted 
this sticker, since this one has a February 2003 
printing date. For the record the sticker has a 
lime green background with 6mm black upper 
case lettering, size is 74mm wide by 35mm high 
with rounded corners.

Thanks to Barry and Erica Scott for bring this 
item to attention.

NSW TRAMWAy PACkET STAMPS
A review by richard Peck

Available from the author at PO Box 320 
West Ryde 1685 for A$15 plus A$2.10 
postage/packing by cheque or money order.

When you are planning to exhibit a one 
frame exhibit, one of the key factors is 
completeness of the subject chosen. A top 
class one frame stamp exhibit (which the 
contents of this CD could become) should 

not be able to be bettered or extended to 
multiple frames. So if this CD were entered 
in the philatelic literature class, it would 
score very highly for these reasons.

It would also score top marks for research 
and presentation. It is the culmination 
of many years research from a person 
intimately acquainted with the subject 

Aviation	Security	Sticker	–	Regular	International	Customer
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matter as he also worked in the 
transport ticketing area. 

It begins with reminiscences 
about  how the  sub j e c t  was 
conceived, lists references in 
official publications, deals with 
the stamps themselves and the 
envelopes that carried them and 
includes some surprises- even 
to this reviewer- that they were 
used on the Manly ferries and at 
Newcastle. 

The CD is  amply i l lustrated 
with excellent photographs and 
maps and ends with the words 
of  Bil l  Hornadge who at one 
time worked in the offices of the 
Sydney	 Morning	 Herald  that, 
had he known about them at the 
time, it would have been easy to 
raid the mail room! As he did not, 
what copies do appear in auction 
today command hefty prices.

kWIkA-MAIL REVISITEd: 
similArities to AustrAliA Post BUSINESS	DELIVERy	AND 

OVERNIGHT	PARCEL	SERVICES
bernard doherty fAP

Whilst researching existing publications for 
the evolution of counter printed labels/stamp 
and their use to pay postal charges relating to 
a particular interest in parcel post and other 
aspects of parcel services; a more comprehensive 
article on KwikaMail was located, which provided 
significantly more detail on the subject to that 
printed in a previous edition of this journal. The 
article was included in Richard Peck’s manuscript, 
Alternative	Mail	1990	pp	49-52. Kwika Mail Labels 
(Stamp	News,	B	Hornadge	Cinderella	Corner	Nov	
1985).	(Our	thanks	to	Richard	Peck	for	permission	to	
reproduce	the	article).

The article also gives more credence to the per 
favour use of the Newcastle Mail Centre cachet (Fig 
1), mentioned in the earlier NAPE article, relating 
to KwikaMail and the receipt of empty mail bags 
(Presumably for use by KwikaMail to send articles to 

a destination Australia Post Mail Centre

As the subject created some interest, the reprinting of 
the additional information may assist others working 
on related items.

“Mr P. Schoch, of South Hedland, WA, 
recently sent me the KWIKA MAIL label 
illustrated here seeking some information 
about its origin and usage (Ed,	the	original	
label	was	not	shown	in	the	reprinted	article,	
Fig	2). I had not sighted this label, or any 
like it, so I made some enquiries from 
Dubbo’s Acting Postmaster, Barry Harvey, 
who provided the necessary background 
to the label. From this information, it 
seems there is a whole new and previously 
unrecorded field of collecting opening up for 
Australian Cinderella enthusiasts.
According to my advice, Australia Post Fig.	1

NSW	Tramway	Packet	Stamps
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several years ago entered into agreements 
with a number of private carrier systems 
under section 20 of the Postal Act, permitting-

them to collect packets and parcels for 
onward delivery by Australia Post. The 
service is used mainly by large scale mailers 
of packets and parcels. Services such as 
KWIKA MAIL collect the packets, sort and 
bag them and then deliver them to certain 
designated bulk mailing houses, who in 
turn hand them over to Australia Post for 
transmission and delivery. 
(BD. Examining	 the	Kwika	Mail	booklet,	

the	 process	 is	described	as	 “The	Kwika	
Mail	procedure	for	sorting	and	lodgement	
into	appropriate	mail	centres	are	fast	and	
efficient.”	It	 is	possible	a	third	party	may	
have	been	involved	at	the	delivery	end,	but	
as	the	items	were	in	mail	bags	it	would	seem	
more	appropriate	that	Australia	Post	did	the	
sorting	at	the	point	of	delivery	mail	centre.)
Because of the quantities concerned the 
items are accepted at a reduced postage rate 
in the same manner that reduced	rates are 
available for bulk commercial mailings of 
letters. However, in the case of the Kwika 
Mail and other similar services they are 
allowed only to mail packets and parcels 
— letters are expressly excluded from the 
agreement.
There are also some other important 
differences of procedure. Anyone can bulk 
mail letters at any Post Office, though to 
gain concession rates they have to pre-
sort the mail into postal code areas. Most 
bulk mailers simply print a POSTAGE 
PAID device on their envelopes. Firms like 
KWIKA MAIL obviously cannot do this 
with bulky and irregular shaped items so 

Fig.	3	

Fig	4.	KwikaMail	booklet	cover Fig	5.	Service	Information
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they affix to the packets and parcels, labels 
such as the one illustrated at Fig.2. These 
labels are not really a receipt for postage (as 
is the case with a postage stamp) but are 
signals to Australia Post staff that this is 
part of a special concessional rate shipment. 
The firms concerned lodge details of the 
consignment with each sending and pay for 
each shipment separately.
The KWIKA MAIL label has black printing 
on an orange background (see	Fig	3	Victoria	
and	Tasmania). From the information 
supplied by Mr Harvey, there are quite 
a number of firms throughout Australia 
using this service, each with its own 
distinctive label. I have not sighted any 
of these labels but some of our readers 
may have encountered other labels and 
perhaps can fill in some of our gaps in 
knowledge about the services. In fact there 
is an interesting challenge here for some 
keen research student to make a study 
of these packet and parcel, services and 
compile a checklist of all the labels issued 
to date throughout Australia. They are very 
interesting Cinderella items so collectors 
should keep an eye out for them and start 

collecting them NOW (1985) while they are 
in general use.”

Probably the most interesting part of the article 
was the inclusion of several pages from a 1986, 
Kwika Mail, Postal Charges booklet, detailing the 
charges for varying mass, packets in each State, 
as well as a list of the Australia Post Mail Centres 
to which parcels were delivered for processing. For 
those interested in Parcel Post the booklet pages 
are reproduced (slightly enhanced from the original 
photocopies in the Manuscript) 

There are considerable similarities in the 
above operation to assume that Australia Post 
management may, at that time, have been 
examining the Kwika Mail operation with a view 
to launching a similar service to capture part of the 
lucrative courier and freight market. 

The first Australia Post trials appear to have been 
distinctly centred on services operated individually 
in each State, with the Business Delivery Service in 
South Australia; Overnight Parcel Service in New 
South Wales and similar services in other States.

Fig	6.	Rates	from	Sydney Fig	7.	Index	&	General	Information
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Fig	8	Rates	from	Canberra

Fig	10	Lodgement	
Centres

Fig	9	Rates	from	Tasmania
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BANgkOk 2010
Jan Gane

Bangkok 2010, the 25th Asian International 
Exhibition was held between 4th and 12th August 
at the Plenary Hall, Queen Sirikit National 
Convention Centre in Bangkok, Thailand, under the 
patronage of the FIAP. The exhibition was organised 
by Thailand Post Co., Ltd. in cooperation with The 
Philatelist Association of Thailand and the Thailand 
Convention & Exhibition Bureau. Entry was free, 
and the opening hours were 10am to 8pm each day 
except for the first and last days.  The theme for the 
show was “Beyond	your	Imagination”.

Security was high, both at the exhibition 
and throughout the city, and particularly 
at the Convention centre on the first day 
when Her Royal Highness Princess Maha 
Chakri Sirindhorn, the Royal Patron 
opened the Exhibition, sadly we were not 
permitted to take any photographs of the 
opening ceremony. The exhibition was 
closed to the general public from 1pm 
through to 6pm while the Princess was 
at the Convention Centre and reopened 
from 6pm to 9pm. Thailand Post Co. 
extended a fabulous welcome to the jury, 
Commissioners, dealers and invited guests 
in the evening treating us to traditional 
Thai foods and entertainment. 

1098 competitive frames were exhibited. 
Australia contributed 110 of them with 23 
exhibits. Thailand and China contributing 
24 exhibits each – with 134 and 102 frames 
respectively. Australia also had three Jury 
exhibits and two literature entries. Australian 
members of the jury were Ian McMahon and 
Linda Lee, both of whom had originally had their 
entries accepted. Ben Palmer was the Assistant 
Commissioner and Darryl Fuller apprentice 
judge and unofficial commissioner. Gary Brown 
was awarded Grand Prix International for his 
Postal History exhibit Aden	Postal	History at the 
Palmares held at the Dusit Thani Hotel on Tuesday 
10th August – all medals levels were presented to 
exhibitors attending the Palmares. The Australian 
prize of a coin-watch was awarded to Ishizawa 
Tsukasa of Japan. 

One exhibit came under the Australian 
Cultural Heritage rules, and two Australian 
exhibits were scrutinised by the Expert 
Committee with recommendations for 
future exhibiting. 

There were 78 dealer’s and Agency’s booths 
as well as Thai handicrafts and silk for 
sale. Thailand Post Co. was incredibly 

busy every day. There was a central stage where 
activities were performed daily, silk weaving 
demonstrations, fabulous floral displays and 
roaming stamp ambassadors in traditional dress. 
HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s collection 
was also showcased. 

I flew Thai Airways from Perth – it being a direct 
flight and half the cost of a Qantas flight, and I 
sought and received extra baggage allowance for 

both my husband, Dave and myself of 10kg each 
from the Airline, giving us a total weight allowance 
of 74kg for checked in and carry-on baggage. The 
total weight of seven exhibits (46 frames) and the 
Commissioners box was 27kg – I hand carried 
one 8 frame exhibit (4.5kg) as it wouldn’t fit in 
the box. Ben Palmer travelled by Qantas with 
two Commissioners boxes and unfortunately 
experienced excess baggage both ways – both times 
successfully negotiating down the charges by more 
than 50%. Thailand Post Co. allowed all catalogues 
and Palmares presentation booklets to be posted 
home free of charge. I experienced some minor 

(Photo	-	Courtesy	Jan	Gane)	Mr. Surajit Gongvatana,  
President, FIAP presenting Gary Brown (right) with the  

Grand Prix International.
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problems with Customs on the return to Perth as the 
officials had returned my paperwork to Fremantle 
but it was sorted out the same day. 

On arrival in Bangkok, we were met at close to 
midnight on the 2nd August by members of the 
exhibition sub-committee and fast tracked through 
immigration and taken to the Customs Room where 
the Commissioners’ boxes and the hand carried 
exhibit were weighed then bound and sealed with 
wire; they were then transported to the Queen 
Sirikit National Convention Centre by Customs 
officials. We were taken by the sub-committee to the 
official hotel – Dusit Thani. The QSNCC was three 
stops on the underground from the hotel and tickets 
were provided to us for free use on the underground 
for the length of our stay.

Bin Room procedure the next day was very efficient 
– after showing our passports to collect our exhibits 
three people assisted each Commissioner and to 
speed things up further we had Ben, Darryl, Ian, 
Dave & myself at each of the five tables – it still took 
over an hour to count through all the exhibits. The 
procedure on the way out was similar with two sub-
committee members assisting each Commissioner, 
and Ian McMahon and Linda Lee as guards for 
the boxes while the rest of us checked the exhibits. 
Australia was lucky, we had an early start for 
collection at 5pm and we left at 8pm due to Customs’ 
documents ‘out’ not complying with those brought 
in. Procedure for leaving Thailand was as efficient 
as the arrival with collection from the hotel and 
being met at the airport, where we were taken like 
a small procession by four of the subcommittee to 
Customs where we collected our bound and sealed 
exhibits, then escorted to the airline counter still in 

procession – I felt like royalty! 

In addition to the Thailand Post Co./Organising 
Committee opening night function and the Palmares 
evening there were three other official functions: 
Dinner and medal presentations to Jurors and 
Commissioners organised by the Philatelic 
Association of Thailand, a buffet reception by 
the Phillanippon 2011 committee and an official 
sightseeing day. The Sightseeing day started at 7am 
with three luxury coaches of jurors, commissioners 
and partners, one Philatelic Post mini-bus with 
photographers and nursing staff and a traffic police 
car that escorted us throughout the day to the Phra 
Nakhon Khiri National Museum, the Phetchaburi 
Province for lunch on the beach, the Mrigadayavan 
Palace and the Rashnee Thai Silk Village for 
afternoon tea. A truly memorable day. 

An FIAP Exco meeting was held on the penultimate 
day of the Exhibition followed by a “How to build a 
better Traditional exhibit” seminar, a “How to build 
a good Postal History seminar” and a “How to build 
a good Thematic exhibit” seminar. 

The Organising Committee did everything to ensure 
everyone was well looked after and the hospitality 
and kindness extended to us was outstanding.  I 
would like to thank Australia Post in Perth for very 
kindly donating the Bangkok/Australia minisheet 
for Commissioners’ gifts; to the APF for giving me the 
opportunity to be the International Commissioner 
for Bangkok – and thank Ben Palmer for his help 
and efficiency as Assistant Commissioner. Other 
thanks go to Darryl Fuller, Ian McMahon and Linda 
Lee, to Gary Brown and Ross Wood for their advice 
– thank you, and most especially to the Exhibitors 
who allowed us to take their exhibits to Bangkok.

AdELAIdE STAMPSHOW 2010
dingle smith fAP

The format of National  Stamp Shows in Australia 
and overseas have a familiar pattern. For the 
exhibitors it is an opportunity for their exhibits 
to be judged by specialised teams of accredited 
judges and viewed by others. For collectors at all 
level of specialisation it is an opportunity to view 
and purchase new material from the dealers and 
the postal authorities, in this instance Australia 
Post. Shows also allow those interested in our 
hobby to meet together, aided by the meetings of 
specialised societies and in a more social context at 
the Palmares Awards Dinner. For the organising 
committee this requires many months of careful 
planning and budgetting in order that everything 
works for the three days of the Exhibition.

The National Philatelic and Picture Postcard 

Exhibition at Adelaide Stampex 2010 met all of 
these aims with the success that visitors have come 
to expect over the last twenty-five years of Adelaide 
Stampex shows. All those attending the show at the 
Drill Hall, located on the Torrens Parade Ground, 
will have enjoyed the event. The venue has the merit 
of a central location with ample on-site parking and 
has space to house the show, complete with meeting 
room and refreshment facilities.

Two aspects of the Show deserve special mention, 
namely the strong showing of picture postcards and 
the introduction for the first time at an Australian 
Show of the Best Dealer’s   Stand Award. Both are 
reviewed elsewhere in this issue of the Asia-Pacific 
Exhibitor. 

Bangkok	2010
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The year 2010 saw the APF return to the two Half- 
Nationals model with the first held in Canberra in 
March and the second, the Adelaide Stampex 2010 
from 20-22 August. The former exhibition was the 
`larger half’ with some 360 frames of competitive 
displays as opposed to the 240 in Adelaide, of which 
74 were postcards. With the exceptions of Postal 
History, Youth Open and Literature the classes at 
Adelaide were those approved by the APF but not 
accepted by FIP. The smaller number of classes 
than at a Full National provided the visitor with 
the opportunity to focus more closely on the exhibits 
on display. They were not disappointed and there 
were stand-out exhibits in all of the classes. Two of 
the major awards, both Large Golds, were from the 
Postal History Class with Geoff Lewis (NSW) taking 
the Grand Award with Stampless Mail Entering 
Spain and Robin Gwynn (NZ) the Grand Award 
International with Rail Disaster Mail. 

 ● Grand Award:   Geoff Lewis  Stampless 
Mail entering Spain.

 ● Grand Award National:  Janet Klug 
(USA) The Australian Occupation of 
Japan 1946-52

 ● Grand Award International: Robin Gwynn 
(NZ) Rail Disaster Mail

the NatioNal fiP classes

The Postal History Class attracted twenty exhibits 
with a wide variety of topics although there were 
few exhibits based on Australian States material 
and none that covered in any way the pre-stamp 
period. There were however three exhibits of George 
VI postal history, for Sierra Leone, Nyasaland and 
British Guiana all of which had their origins in 
the  Challenge associated with that topic about 

The	Stampex	Souvenir
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a decade ago. This is an excellent example of the 
success of the Challenges in Australian to encourage 
collectors to consider new fields of endeavour. It was 
pleasing to see that Geoff Kellow received a Gold 
medal and the Postal History Prize for his display 
of Sierra Leone which also serves to demonstrate 
that `modern’ exhibits are an attractive field of 
collecting that can achieve high awards. Five of 
the postal history entries were in the sub-class for 
Historical, Social and Special Studies and three of 
these received Large Vermeil or better. It seems that 
after an initial period of confusion exhibitors and 
judges have now come to grips to what is acceptable 
in this sub-class especially the need for a strong 
component of postal history material. The stand-out 
exhibit was Parcels from, to and within Australia by 
Bernie Doherty. The Jury awarded this the NAPE 
Prize for Research, subscribers to the Asia-Pacific 
Exhibitor had the advantage of seeing this as the 
featured exhibit in the August issue! There is little 
doubt that the Sub-Class entries would not have 
been acceptable or achieved such high awards prior 
to the introduction of the new Sub-Class. 

The Open Class attracted nine entries with a diverse 
array of topics. Jenny Banfield’s (NZ) Medicine- 
its History and Development achieved a Large 
Gold and the Ed Druce Memorial Prize for Social 
Philately. The entry by Janet Klug (USA), The 
Australian Occupation of Japan 1946-52 provided 
the opportunity for Australian collectors to see this 
excellent exhibit which was also received the Grand 
Award National. A new exhibit, Frank D. Manley – 
Artist and Master Engraver by Maurice Williams 
presented a field of Australian endeavour that had 
previously received little attention.

There were five entries in the Youth Class and it 
is good to report that there were some first timers  
of who three were in the Under 15 year age group. 
Also for the first time, an Australian Show offered 
the new and experimental Youth Literature Class. 
Chris Malam took the honours in both classes with 
a Gold medal for Birds & their Habitats: Australia 
and Territories and a Silver for three articles on 
the same topic. 

The adult Literature Class was limited to six entries 
with the prize to a Gold Medal entry from the USA, 
Essence of Polar Philately by Alan Warren. This is 
a most welcome addition and presents an excellent 
background to this growing area of interest.  

the aPf classes

 These are exhibition classes recognised by the APF 
but not (yet) included for international competition 
by the FIP. These in chronological order of their first 
acceptance are:

 ● Cinderellas
 ● Polar Philately (2000)
 ● Frugal Philately (1996)
 ● First Day Covers (1998)

The Cinderella Class has a very long history at 
Australian Shows and until the late 1980s included 
displays of revenue material. This was because the 
FIP did not accept Revenues prior to 1989. The 
other classes were introduced by the APF, initially 
as Experimental Classes at (or about) the dates 
shown above. All of these classes, with the exception 
of Frugal, are linked to collecting interests that 
are recognised by specialist Australian Societies, 
namely the Cinderella Stamp Club of Australasia, 
the Society for Polar Philately and the Cover 
Society. Further, each of the Societies publishes a 
journal for its members and in some cases linked to 
occasional specialist monographs. The significance 
of the recognition of the class is that they offer the 
opportunity for a larger number of collectors to be 
able to enter their exhibits at competitive shows, 
thus extending the joys of our hobby both for the 
exhibitors and for the viewing public.

The concept behind the Frugal Class, which was 
one of the many innovations introduced by the 
late Ed Druce, is somewhat different, in that the 
rules can apply to material from any Class. Its 
first appearance was at Canberra Stampshow 96. 
The show catalogue introduced the class as `…
to provide an opportunity for collectors to display 
interesting material and to enhance their philatelic 
skills rather than blunt their cheque books. The 
availability of such a class will hopefully encourage 
those who are put off exhibiting by the alleged 
high cost of material needed to compete in normal 
classes’. The initial showing attracted nine entries. 
It was won by Ed Druce for his exhibit, Tonga – the 
philatelically sticky period, which focussed on the 
postal use of then innovative self-adhesive stamps.  
The Class only attracted two entries at Adelaide 
and its decreasing popularity may be due to a 
wider recognition of modern material in the other 
exhibition classes. The APF is due to review this 
class in the near future.

The Polar and FDC Classes were well supported 
with nine and five entries respectively. The range 
of exhibits was extensive and both included several 
new exhibits. The class winners were Hal Vogel in 
Polar, discussed further below, and Frank Pauer 
with Australian `Official Post Office’ First Day 
Covers. These two classes are well-served with 
enthusiasts who are willing to share their finds by 
putting them on display.

The Cinderella Class was disappointing with only 
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two entries, one of which was transferred to the Open 
Class. However John Dibiase’s Petrol rationing and 
the Post Office in Australia 1940-1950, albeit a new 
exhibit thoroughly deserved its Gold Medal and 
prize. It would be good if the collectors of Cinderella 
material could be encouraged to exhibit as there is 
no lack of collectors. Where are all those collectors 
of Xmas and TB seals and souvenir material from 
Shows of yesteryear?  

the coNtribUtioNs from overseas aND 
accorD JUDges

 Adelaide Stampshow was enhanced by the presence 
of two Accord Judges; Colin Fraser from the USA 
and Sue Claridge from New Zealand. Accord judges 
since the mid-1990s have contributed greatly to 
Australian National Shows in a number of ways. 
It allows us, and hopefully the visiting judges, to 
compare judging standards and procedures and 
for Australians to see a selection of exhibits from 
overseas. Colin and Sue were exemplary judges and 
brought a diverse and exciting range of exhibits 
with them; both made valuable contributions to the 
critique process. A number of the overseas exhibits 
have already been mentioned among the prize 
winners but I was especially pleased to see the Polar 
exhibit, Heroic Age of American Polar Expeditions 
by Dr Hal Vogel. 

Hal’s exhibit was confined to the pre-1924 phase 
of Polar Exploration and includes many pre-stamp 
covers. One of these was carried on the first traverse 
of the North West Passage and as such is both an 
historic and philatelic heritage treasure. I have been 
interested in Arctic exploration for many years and 
for those who are not familiar with the story behind 
this cover I will give a summary. McClure in HMS 
Investigator was engaged on the search for Franklin 
and in the quest to find the Golden Fleece of polar 
exploration, namely the North West Passage. 
Travelling from east to west the Investigator 
was trapped in the pack ice over winter and was 
abandoned. McClure and his men left the wreck 
and miraculously encountered a ship travelling from 
west to east. They were rescued and completed the 
North West Passage but by the use of two vessels 
with a short intermediate stage on foot!  The first 
successful completion of the North West Passage by 

sea (in a single ship!) was not until a century later. 
That a letter was carried on the first transit of the 
North West Passage and survived is little short of 
a miracle! In addition to this iconic item, Hal also 
had five pieces of mail associated with the Greeley 
Expedition to northern Ellesmere Island, 1881-
1884, a contribution of the USA to the First Polar 
Year. They too were abandoned, left for dead with 
most dying of starvation except for Lt. Greely and 
two men who were rescued close to death.

 These gems from this early period of Arctic 
exploration are unique polar philatelic items; to see 
them was a privilege – my thanks to Hal for allowing 
them to be transported and exhibited in Adelaide.

Unfortunately plans to include three exhibits from 
Pakistan in the Postal History Class had to be 
cancelled due to the catastrophic flooding there. 
The aim of promoting links between members 
of FIAP (Federation of Inter-Asian Philately) in 
this way are to be applauded and the hope is that 
when conditions return to normal the plans can 
be renewed for a future National Exhibition in 
Australia.

sUmmary

The organisers and volunteer supporters of Adelaide 
Stampex 2010 are to be congratulated on their 
National Philatelic and Picture Postcard Exhibition. 
Souvenir items commemorated the twenty-five 
years of Stampex Shows held in Adelaide since 
the first in 1986. The Show fully upheld this proud 
tradition. On behalf of the inter-state visitors I 
would like to say thank you to all those involved. 
The range and quality of exhibits, philatelic and 
picture postcards, was excellent and all the varied 
social events were much enjoyed. The introduction 
of the Best Dealer Stand Award is an innovation 
that could well be adopted for wider use.

It is a pleasure to record that the APF medals 
awarded for all the National Classes, philatelic and 
picture postcards, were beautifully engraved with 
the name of the exhibition, the name of the exhibitor 
and the class with an insert showing the medal level 
achieved and they were available for presentation 
at the Saturday night Palmares. An example that 
could well be followed by FIP exhibitions! 

tHe NAtioNAl PiCture PostCArds exHbitioN

In many countries fairs devoted to collectibles have a 
large number of dealers whose stocks are dominated 
by picture postcards. Indeed in the United Kingdom 
a visitor with access to a car could likely find 
a postcard fair open somewhere on almost all 

everyday of the year. However, I am always amazed 
that such widespread availability is not matched by 
a corresponding interest in displaying them in either 
competitive or non-competitive displays. Australia 
differs in that progressively competitive postcard 
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exhibiting has become a feature of most national 
shows. It is therefore appropriate that the National 
Picture Postcard Exhibition, which was an integral 
part of Adelaide Stampex, merits a separate review.

In part this is because picture postcards have 
been incorporated into many Australian stamp 
shows since their first showing at Cup-pex 87 in 
Perth. The initial response to their inclusion from 
many traditional (small ‘t’) philatelists was at 
best lukewarm. What is indisputable is that such 
displays added colour and variety to stamp shows 
and are popular with show visitors. The necessary 
prerequisite to promote postcard exhibiting was 
the design and application of competition rules and 
judging procedures. The early impetus for these in 
Australia was undoubtedly due to the enthusiasm 
and drive of Derek Pocock, an established philatelic 
exhibitor, judge and early President of the APF. 
Over the last twenty years the rules and expertise 
of postcard exhibitors have progressed and so has 
the recognition by Australian philately of picture 
postcards as an important adjunct to major stamp 
shows. A further step in this process is the recent 
decision by the APF to award APF medals to postcard 
exhibitors at Australian National Shows. Mention 
should also be made of parallel developments in 
New Zealand where postcard exhibiting is equally 
well developed. 

This slow but positive progress has undoubtedly 
been encouraged because many stamp collectors and 
exhibitors are also postcard collectors. It also has to 
be said that the majority of the postcard exhibitors 
in Australia are from South Australia and Western 
Australia. Postcard collectors in Australia, in 
common with most other countries, who do not have 

links with philately, have shown 
little inclination to organise 
competitive picture postcards 
exhibitions.  

Against that background it is a 
pleasure to report that Adelaide 
Stampex 2010 was organised as 
a joint National Philatelic and 
Postcard Exhibition. Impressively 
John Bell, both President of 
the Stampex Committee and a 
member of the Philatelic Jury 
was a prize winner in the 1-frame 
Picture Postcard Class and 
Michel Roland, President of the 
Postcard Jury was an exhibitor 
and winner of a Literature Prize, 
in the philatelic competition. 
This is possible at Australian 
Shows as the philatelic and 
postcard juries met separately 
thus allowing members of the 

jury to compete in the areas in which they are not 
on the jury. Incidentally both John and Michel will 
be installed as Members of the Australian Philatelic 
Order of Australia at the 2010 APF Annual Awards 
Dinner to be held in Adelaide in September. The 
accompanying photo shows John Bell presenting 
Michel Roland with his philatelic awards at the 
Palmares Dinner (see photo this page).

The high quality, diverse range and number of 
picture postcard exhibits at Adelaide Stampex 2010 
confirms the status that this hobby has attained. 
There were a total of twenty-three exhibits of 
which thirteen were multi-frame and the remainder 
1-frame displays. The latter are a relatively new 
class and have added extra appeal for postcard 
collectors to take the step to become exhibitors. 
Some were entered by first-timers and others from 
established exhibitors with displays of material on 
themes suitable for 1-frame format. In both cases 
it adds additional interest for exponents of this 
hobby.  Judging was undertaken independently by 
two teams of three who later met together to agree 
a final mark. It is a pleasure to note that the teams 
included three apprentices. Potential national 
postcard judges are required to undertake two 
successful apprenticeships before becoming fully 
accredited National Postcard Judges. The judges at 
Adelaide were either from South Australia or from 
Western Australia.

Michel Roland, President of the Postcard Jury, has 
been a key figure in the development of postcard 
exhibiting and in the training of judges in South 
Australia for many years. In his jury report he 
praised the overall standard and presentation of 

	John	Bell	President	&	Michel	Roland	Chair	Postcard	Jury
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the exhibits especially noting the improvement in 
the title pages. However, he stressed that an area 
of relative weakness in a number of entries was 
the relative lack of information of the printers of 
the card especially detail regarding the printing 
processes employed.

High awards are difficult to attain in the Picture 
Postcard Class but the display by David John (South 
Australia), entitled Zeppelin, at 92 points attained 
a Large Gold and the Grand Award for Postcards. 
One of the many notable features of the display 
was that all of the cards were printed in the period 
1900-1917. The 1-frame prize went to John Bell 
for his display, The Germans at Skaggerak, which 
featured ships and admirals during a First World 

War naval battle.  

Picture postcard exhibiting and all the associated 
aspects of judging, critiques and the like at Adelaide 
Stampex 2010 were a tribute to the devotees of the 
hobby in South Australia. No one, and the reviewer 
is not a picture postcard collector, could doubt that 
this has now become a much-admired and integral 
adjunct of South Australian and Australian Stamp 
shows.

PictUre PostcarD aWarDs
 ● Grand Award: David John  Zeppellin.
 ● Runner-up: Derek Pocock  Picture 

Postcards of Society for Promoting the 
Gospels.

tHe best deAler PriZe – AN AdelAide stAmPex 
iNNovAtioN

Since the mid-1980s Australia has staged 
some fifty National and Half-National Shows. 
These have incorporated many innovations 
which range from the introduction of additional 
classes for exhibitors, to new forms of souvenir 
items. It is therefore a pleasure to welcome an 
additional innovation which is certainly a first 
for Australian shows and to our knowledge is 
not a feature of overseas exhibitions. This is a 
prize for the Best Dealer Stand introduced at 
Adelaide Stampex 2010. 

All major competitive exhibitions rely on the 
support of philatelic dealers via their stand 
fees to assist with the costs of staging the 
event. The key items are normally those of 
hiring the venue, the carriage and erection 
of the exhibition frames and the travel and 
accommodation costs of the Jury. It is therefore 
appropriate that the contributions of the 
trade to our hobby are recognised. The award 
of the Best Dealer Stand is both a token of 
appreciation and in a small way may assist 
traders to better serve their customers.

the markiNg scheme

All exhibitors know that in order to assess 
their prowess and skills it is essential to have a 
comprehensive marking scheme. This is equally 
the case to adjudicate the Best Dealer Award 
and the inaugural event at Adelaide provided 
such a schedule.  This is outlined below:  

Stand (max. 20 points)    

This is divided into Visual Appeal (10) and 
Takeaway Information (10). The latter includes 
Business Cards, Shop Leaflets, Product 

Information, Price Lists & Catalogues.

Stock (max. 20 point)

Presentation (10): high points for arrangement 
to aid customers to easily find what they want, 
was all stock priced etc? Variety (10): allowance 
was made for specialist dealers who should still 
have a wide range within their chosen field. 

Staff (max 50 points)

Customer Service (20): high marks for 
attentiveness, politeness etc. Philatelic 
Knowledge (10) and Knowledge of their own 
Stock (10): including being able to locate 
appropriate material within their own stock. 
Quality of Advice (10): including accurate, 
commercially ethical answers to questions 
posed.

Show Publicity (max 10 points)

Advanced publicity in Mail Outs (5): Contacting 
customers in the Show catchment area to let 
them know they will be in attendance. Inclusion 
of Show Details in the Dealer’s Advertising (5): 
leaflets shop, website etc.

These headings and marks could of course be 
changed for any future event of this kind.

JUDgiNg

The initial plan for the judging was to use an 
exhibitor/collector, a philatelic judge plus an 
experienced dealer who was not trading at 
the Show. The exhibitor/collector would act 
as a secret shopper. A “secret shopper” is a 
term used in the wider retail industry for a 
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person who, unknown to the traders, poses as 
a shopper in order to assess the service offered 
to customers. 

However, the “experienced dealer” was 
unavoidably absent due to illness so there were 
two secret shoppers. These were both members 
of Adelaide Philatelic Societies with differing 
interests and by chance one was a “professional 
secret shopper” with experience in supermarket 
trading! Their identities will forever remain 
secret. 

The Show Jury were aware of the competition, 
but were not involved in any way with the actual 
judging and assessment. Martin Walker who was 
the initiator of the concept and masterminded 
the judging was happy with the event. Pre-show 
information to the dealers regarding the judging 
of the dealers’ stands was limited, if it were to 
be staged again Martin suggests that there the 
marks for Pre-Show Publicity could increased 
and those for Customer Service reduced. 

the resUlt

The award, an engraved tankard which many 
would regard as a most appropriate dealer 
prize, was presented together with the other 
Show prizes at the Awards Dinner held on the 
Saturday evening of the show. It was preceded 
by a short address by Arthur Gray (who was not 
on this occasion in his former role as a “secret 
shopper” for Roos) who handed the inaugural 
award to John Pearson of Pittwater Philatelic 
Service, NSW. The accompanying photo shows 
John and his long-term stalwart assistant Paul 

Storm, on their stand on the 
Sunday morning together with 
the award (photo at left).

Pittwater Stamps received 
80 points and equal second 
were Australia Post and J&J 
Fitzpatrick of Auckland, New 
Zealand on 77 points. The 
majority of the other dealers 
scored in the 70s with a 67 
and a 63.

the fUtUre

Congratulations to Adelaide 
Stampex 2010, especially to 
Martin Walker for organising 
the inaugural Best Dealer 
Prize. It was an undoubted 
success and was favourably 
received by both collectors and 
dealers. It would seem likely 

that forthcoming Australian shows will follow 
Adelaide’s example. 

Several possible developments spring to mind. 
One is for the award of Show medals to the 
dealers, either all of them or to those who 
wish to participate in the competition. The 
medals could use the APF medal grade inserts, 
although clearly this would require the approval 
of the APF. In conversation Tony Shields, one 
the staunchest dealer supporters of Australian 
and overseas shows and the President of APTA 
(the Australian Philatelic Traders Association), 
commented that providing the judges’ marks 
and critique sheets to the dealers, could be a 
useful tool to help them improve the service they 
offer to their collector clients. These would, as 
with similar forms to exhibitors, be confidential 
documents aimed to help rather than criticise. 

Although APTA was not formally consulted 
prior to the Show their input would be most 
welcome. Such discussions could include 
comments on the marking schedule and pre-
Show publicity and perhaps they would care 
to nominate a member (clearly not one with a 
stand at the Show) to join the judging team.

The concept was innovative, fun and has the 
potential to enhance links between dealers and 
collectors. It might be best to keep the actual 
judging procedures out of the official Jury Room. 
NAPE would very much welcome comment from 
dealers and collectors on how the concept could 
be improved. 

Pittwater	Philatelic	Service	Best	Stand
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dingle smith fAP
The Australian Philatelic Federation (APF) 
recognises a number of specialised classes at 
National level that are not available for display 
at FIP Exhibitions. These include Cinderellas 
(pre-1980), Polar (1994) First Day Covers 
(1998) and Frugal Philately (1996); their in 
troduction is indicated in brackets. Some are 
similar to those offered by other National 
Federations; however Frugal Philately is 
believed to be unique to Australia.

This Class was introduced, with the approval of 
the APF as an Experimental Class at Canberra 
Stampshow 1996. The concept was from the 
fertile innovative philatelic mind of the late 
Ed Druce who was also the driving force in the 
formation of NAPE. Intriguingly the Show at 
which Frugal Philately was first shown also 
included another first for an Australian Show, 
namely the Champion of Champions Class. This 
was restricted to exhibits that had achieved 
Grand Prix (“Best in the Show”) awards in 
National or International competition. The 
contrast between the two classes highlighted 
the two extremes of our hobby, not necessarily 
in the skills of exhibiting but in the opportunity 
to put together a display of items that had a 
low commercial value and would clearly obtain 
only a low mark for rarity.

The Frugal Class has not been offered at all 
Australian National shows and usually attracts 
only a handful of entries. However in reviewing 
the class it was decided to retain the class albeit 
still as an “Experimental Class”. The changes 
to the original rules are relatively minor and 
mainly relate to updating the wholesale value 
of items to allow for inflation since 1996.

It is pertinent to note that Ed Druce was 
not only the person who proposed the class 
and helped draft the original rules: he also 
entered a display in the inaugural event. This 
was a 5-frame display entitled “Tonga – the 
Philatelically Sticky Period”, devoted to the 

then new self-adhesive free form stamps but 
entirely composed of examples used for postal 
purposes.  This received a LS Award (74 points) 
which remains the highest award attained for 
a Frugal Class entry.

As the exhibition co-ordinator for Canberra 
Stampshow 1996 it was my responsibility 
to finalise the rules and to arrange for three 
dealers to confirm the value of the material. 
I also persuaded Ed Druce that his original 
intention, that the winning entry in the Frugal 
Class should be auctioned at the conclusion 
of the Show, was not a feasible option! He 
proposed this to establish that it was the fun 
of putting together the entry that was of major 
importance and the monetary value a minor 
consideration.

The retention of the Frugal Class, albeit still 
with the word “Experimental” attached, is 
because of its potential to encourage collectors 
who are prospective exhibitors to display 
their material even if the monetary value is 
minimal.  For some it is easier if such exhibits 
are not displayed immediately adjacent to 
million dollar displays of classic material. This 
was undoubtedly the major reason that Ed 
Druce proposed the class, to demonstrate that 
collecting and exhibiting can be fun and do not 
necessarily require deep pockets.

In fairness it has to be noted that others 
have pointed out that exhibits in the Frugal 
Class are judged according to the appropriate 
guidelines that would apply if the display 
entered in a more “normal” class and that it has 
a handicap that if it exceeds the value criteria 
that it would be marked down in comparison 
to display elsewhere in the exhibition!

The APF decision to continue with the class is 
undoubtedly swayed by the thought that if the 
Frugal Class encourages additional exhibitors 
to enter shows, it should be retained: Ed Druce 
would have been delighted by the decision.

tHe revised exPerimeNtAl GuideliNes for fruGAl 
PHilAtely

“Frugal Philately Class” is an exhibition class 
which concentrates on the criteria of treatment, 
importance, knowledge, research and condition. 
There are limiting criteria with respect to the 
value of items included. The purpose is to 

provide an opportunity for collectors to display 
interesting items and enhance their philatelic 
skills rather than blunt their cheque books. 
The availability of such a class is aimed at 
encouraging those who are put off exhibiting by 

Experimental	Guidelines	for	Frugal	Philately	Revised
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the alleged high cost of items needed to compete 
in the normal classes. It is purely a national 
class. The chances of attaining international 
recognition should be considered remote. 

eNtry size

Restricted to three to five frames (less would 
be unrepresentative of the subject: More would 
suggest an ability to enter a normal class.)

eNtry class

No restriction as to philatelic class, except for 
Youth and Literature.  The exhibits will be 
judged using the points breakdown appropriate 
for the class.

sPecial coNDitioNs

The wholesale value of the exhibit should not 
exceed $200 per frame or $1,000 for a five-frame 
exhibit. If over these amounts in total, then 
penalties will apply.

JUDgiNg

To be carried out in two stages. Note: The 
results of each stage will not be revealed to the 
judging teams until both stages are complete.

First Stage: The entries will be judged by the 
relevant philatelic class judging team, using 
all the normal criteria.

Second Stage: The exhibit will be assessed as to 

its wholesale value. This judging being carried 
out by a team of three judges, well versed in 
philatelic valuations and, normally drawn 
from the philatelic trade, particularly APTA, 
with at least five years standing. The results of 
this phase will be to provide a dollar figure of 
wholesale market value. Judges will assess the 
normal market value rather than any enhanced 
value accruing to the exhibit because of the 
skills of the exhibitor. This valuation will be 
available to the exhibitor.

recoNciliatioN

There will only need to be a reconciliation 
where the adjudged wholesale value exceeds 
$1,000 (for a 5 frame exhibit), $800 (for a 4 
frame exhibit) or $600 (for a 3 frame exhibit). 
The reconciliation will be in the form of points 
deducted from the philatelic score on the 
following scale:

 ● $1 - $100 - loss of one point for each 
$20.00 or part thereof;

 ● $101 - $200 - loss of one point for each 
$10.00 or part thereof;

 ● $201 upwards - loss of one point for each 
$5.00 or part thereof.

more iNformatioN

The APF Coordinator appointed to promote 
and assist persons interested in exhibiting 
Frugal philately is Ian McMahon, P.O Box 891, 
Jamison Centre, ACT, 2614.

POSTAgE PAId AUSTRALIA IMPRINTS
Hans Karman mAP, with help from Glen stephens, Noel Almeida 

and Chris Harris
While  doing 
a  s e a r c h  o f 
the Internet, 
I came across 
some very nice 
looking,  but 
s u s p i c i o u s , 
“stamps” that 
had the text 
“Postage Paid 
Australia” on 
them instead 
of a value.  The 
site was Glen 
S t e p h e n s ’ 

Fig.1a

Postage	Paid	Australia	ImprintsExperimental	Guidelines	for	Frugal	Philately	Revised
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www.stampboards.com; Glenn cooperated 
with us at very short notice to give us access 
and permission to use the items included 
here.  A bunch of stickers are shown in 
Fig.1, you can see they are quite attractive.  
But I believe they violate Australia Post 
regulations:  namely,  “In 
general, the design should 
not have the appearance of 
a postage stamp”.  One of 
the correspondents on www.
stampboards.com states “The 
estate I am dealing with had 
a lot of envelopes saved for 
me to go through.  One of 
the neighbours is obviously a 
compulsive ‘form-filler’, with 
loads of junk mail, including 
quite a lot of these Postage 
Paid imprints and stickers.  
Many of them seem to come 
from outfits claiming ‘you 
have won $4,000,000.00’.  Not 
saying it’s a scam, but the 
envelope used is suggestive” 
(Fig.2).

The  pr inted 
versions are 
seen often and 
very variable 
( f ig .3) .   But 
most of those 
a p p e a r  t o 
b e  q u i t e 
l e g i t i m a t e .  
Noel Almeida 
( y o u  c a n 
meet him on 
h t t p : / / w w w .
SportsStamps.
com.au ) gave 
us permission 
to use some of 
the following 
i t ems .   One 
p o i n t :  o n c e 
a  d e s i g n  i s 
approved by 
A u s t r a l i a 
P o s t ,  t h e 
c o l o u r s  i n 
s u b s e q u e n t 
p r i n t i n g s 
can  vary  as 
l o n g  a s  t h e 
d i m e n s i o n s 
are  adhered 
to!

Following the advent of the Personal Stamp 
in 1999, Personal Postage Paid Imprints 
have declined.

Fig.	1b

Fig.	2

Postage	Paid	Australia	Imprints



246	 The	Asia	Pacific	Exhibitor	no.86

If you were inclined to collect and exhibit 
Postage Paid imprints, in which class would 
they fit best?  As a Traditional exhibit they 
are likely to lead to problems – 
do you display cut-outs or full 
covers?  Too many full covers 
would tend to look like Postal 
History, but since they do not 
require cancellations, proof of 
use will be difficult to come by.  
How do you date them?  Shown 
below are three Postage Paid 
imprints that have been dated: 
the Australia Post approval 

gives a very clear 
d a t e  f o r  t h e s e 
three. (Figs 4 & 
5).  On cover they 
cannot be dated 
(Fig 6).  You could 
apply for your own 
i m p r i n t  o n  t h e 
form shown in fig. 
7.

T h e  r u l e s  t h a t 
applied at the time 
(1981) are shown 
in fig. 8.  Postage 
P a i d  A u s t r a l i a 

imprints are available today, as General 
Postal Guide 15 shows (page 248)

Fig.	3

Fig.	4

Fig.	5	-	two	of	the	Australia	Post	Approvals	for	the	“Postage	Paid”	imprints	shown	in	Fig.	4

Postage	Paid	Australia	Imprints
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Fig.	6	-	the	three	imprints	of	fig.4	shown	in	use;	as	bulk	mail	they	are	not	cancelled	and	undated

Postage	Paid	Australia	Imprints



248	 The	Asia	Pacific	Exhibitor	no.86

GeNerAl Post Guide 15 - sePtember 2007

G2.4 – PAID postmarks and Postage Paid 
imprints

g2.4.1 – Use of the PaiD Postmark

Australia Post applies a PAID postmark to 
letters in a bulk lodgement when the customer 
has paid postage in cash, by approved cheque, 
by EFTPOS to a debit card, or by credit card. 
Customers need the prior approval of the Postal 
Manager at the office of lodgement if they wish 
to pay by cheque.

g2.4.2 – Use of the Postage PaiD 
imPriNt

Customers who make bulk lodgements may 
imprint their own articles with a Postage Paid 
imprint. This can lead to quicker despatch, as 
Australia Post does not need to apply a postmark. 
Customers who pay for bulk lodgements by debit 
to an Australia Post charge account must apply 
the Postage Paid imprint to all articles in the 
lodgement and lodge them in accordance with 
the conditions listed in G2.5.5.

Customers who wish to use the Postage Paid 
imprint must have Australia Post’s approval to 
use it – the Application to use the Postage Paid 
Imprint (SAP8835095) is available at any office 
of Australia Post.

Imprint specification and position

The Application to use the Postage Paid Imprint 
(SAP8835095) contains a detailed specification 

Fig.	7	-	Application	form	for	permission	to	use	a	Postage	Paid	Imprint

Fig	7a	-	On	the	back	of	the	Application	form	
are	some	of	the	rules	that	needed	to	be	obeyed.

Postage	Paid	Australia	Imprints
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of the Postage Paid imprint. Its 
basic features are:

 ● a rectangular border of 
width from 19 mm to 26 mm and 
height from 25 mm to 40 mm

 ● the words Postage Paid 
and Australia (or Aust) wholly 
within the border.

For letters, a Postage Paid imprint 
must be in the Postage Zone of 
the letter – refer to the Letter 
Post Guide – L9 – Letter Post 
specifications. For parcels, the 
imprint must be in the top right 
of the address side or in the top 
right corner of an address label 
affixed to the parcel.

PersoNaliseD imPriNts

Australia Post may approve a 
personalised imprint design. 
The design must not have the 
appearance of a postage stamp 
and the words Postage Paid 
must be prominent. Personalised 
designs may omit the rectangular 
border except on privately printed 
aerogrammes.

aDDressiNg staNDarDs

It is a condition of the use of a 
Postage Paid imprint that all 
articles comply with Australia 
Post’s terms and conditions 
applicable to the service used for 
lodgement. All articles bearing a 
Postage Paid imprint must show 
the return address of the sender.

coNtiNUoUs imPriNts

Customers may use continuous 
plastic roll sheeting containing 
the Postage Paid imprint and the 
return address to wrap letters 
and parcels up to 500 g. The 
specification and position of the 
imprint remains unaltered and 
the delivery address details must 
be clearly legible.

WithDraWal of aPProval 
to Use the Postage PaiD 
imPriNt

Australia Post may withdraw 
approval to use the Postage Paid 
imprint at any time.Fig	8	-	The	rules	as	they	applied	in	1981.

Postage	Paid	Australia	Imprints
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FIP News

FIP NEWS
A t  t h e  7 1 s t  F I P 
Congress Tay Peng 
Hian of  Singapore 
was elected President, 
Surajit Gongvatana of 
Thailand was elected 
Vice-President and 

Bernard Beston of Australia was elected 

as a Director.  
Congratulations!

Good luCK for fiP!
Jos wolff rdP, (previous) honorary president

Stamp collecting is a hobby, that is part of the 
cultural life in the whole world, even if many 
people refuse to believe it. From October 1st to 
10th, 2010, the exhibition PORTUGAL 2010 
and the 71st FIP Congress will take place 
in the Congress Centre in Lisbon. where the 
national federations of all continents will be 
represented, where postal administrations, 
exhibitors and visitors of the whole world will 
meet and contribute to maintain our hobby as 
a scientific and cultural leisure time activity for 
young and adults.

Only three weeks later philatelists will meet 
again in Johannesburg to enjoy philately at 
JOBURG 2010 in South Africa.

The aims of FIP are among others : promote 
philately on international level and in every way, 
create friendly relations and a close cooperation 
between the philatelists of the whole world, 
maintain and reinforce the friendship between 
the nations, and learn to respect the opinion of 
everybody, even if it is sometimes difficult. There 
have been great changes since the foundation of 
FIP and many things will still be changing, for 
the best of FIP and its member federations. It 
is not always possible to please everybody, but 
in these difficult times we have to find a way 
to live together with our hobby. We should not 
try to make changes at every Congress, but we 
should first elaborate, discuss and then decide 
amendments, in the interest of our member 
federations, of our collectors and exhibitors, 
who are our ambassadors at the national, 
international and FIP exhibitions. Without 
exhibitors there would be no exhibitions, no 
promotion for philately in the whole world.

We have well developed national federations 
worldwide which contribute to promote philately 

even in our era 
of faxes, emails, 
SMS and MMS 
that are more 
and more used 
in communication and leave the stamps behind.

The 71st FIP Congress will be my last one as 
President and Board member. After 22 years 
of service in the FIP Board I retire. 1988 I was 
first elected as Director, then I became Vice-
President until 2006 and then President until 
this Congress. I thank all national federations 
and their delegates for the very high number 
of votes I got at every election and for the 
confidence they placed in me. I thank my 
colleagues on the Board for their support and 
for the democratic cooperation, that was in the 
interest of international philately; my thanks 
go also to Mrs Marie-Louise Heiri who was 
Secretary General until 2008 and to Mrs Andrée 
Trommer-Schiltz who took over since then.

I will retire with the feeling of having served FIP 
and organised philately, of having helped to enter 
a new era, where our hobby of stamp collecting 
would remain a pleasant and appreciated leisure 
time activity for millions of persons throughout 
the world and I will continue to serve philately 
on a national and international level.

The election of the Board members and of the 
new President in Lisbon are very important for 
the future of FIP. All the federations should 
carefully consider for whom they vote and thus 
nominate for a seat in the FIP Board.

I wish FIP, the new President and the new 
Board much success for the future and finally I 
thank all of you who have supported me during 
the last 22 years.

Tay	Peng	Hian	
of	Singapore

ýNEWSL�NEWSûNEWSL�
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APF News

APF NEWS
tHe New APf exeCutive

Left	to	right:	John	Moore	(Public	Relations),	David	Figg	(President),	
Noel	Leahy	(ex	Australia	Post	Manager),	Linda	Lee	(youth	Development),	 
Glen	Stafford	(Treasurer),	Gary	Brown	(Immediate	Past	President),	
Darryl	Fuller	(Vice-President),	John	Sadler	(Philatelic	Development),	

Ross	Wood	(Secretary),	Malcolm	Groom	(International	Officer)

forUm

Introducing the new APF Forum / Bullietin 
Board.   Its purpose is to provide collectors and 
philatelists with a convenient means of seeking 
input and assistance with a given project, area 
of research or problem where the information 
required is unlikely to be available through 
conventional research methods, and to make 
the eventual outcome of that request known 
to others. 

forUm gUiDeliNes 

Forum will operate with the following simple 
guidelines: 

Forum is open to any bona fide collector; 

Persons wishing to have requests posted to the 
Forum must register. 

Once registered you will need to be authorised

First posts will also need to be authorised 

Format is similar to stampboards for those that 
are familar with it

The APF Research Service is available where 
information required may already be in 
existence and should be utilised where 
appropriate; 

The APF reserves the right to refuse any 
request that it considers does not comply with 
these guidelines. 

examPles of forUm reqUests 
 ● Researchers preparing or updating 

philatel ic  l i terature -  where the 
information being sought is expected to 
be published, the name of the journal 
or publication and expected availability 
should be provided; 

 ● Private collectors wishing to obtain 
information to assist with exhibits; 

 ● Philatelic Organisations wishing to 
promote existing or proposed events, 
publications or formation of meeting 
groups and are seeking information and/
or interested persons. 

 ● Information on Exhibitions
 ● Websites of interest 

Register now to join the new APF Forum at 
http://www.apf.org.au/forum.htm

ýNEWSL�NEWSûNEWSL�
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NAPE	News

NAPE NEWS
This is the last issue for 
this year.  Next February 
I will present the Annual 
Report and the financial 
status of NAPE.  Postage 
has risen very sharply this 
past five years, so that 
we are now paying almost 
twice as much for getting 

our Journal to you then we did then.  Yet we 
managed to keep our subs steady for 5 years, 
no increases for inflation, no increases for 
postage.  I am not sure that we can keep this 
up for much longer without getting ourselves 
into difficulties.  Until I have the figures for the 
2010, I cannot predict what we will need to do 
for 2011 – but it is likely that we will need to 
increase our subs from the middle of next year.  
It’s not a prophecy, but it seems likely.

Most members will get their renewals for 2011 
with this issue of your Journal.  The renewal 
rate is still $A30 for Australian addresses and 
$A45 for other addresses.  For our overseas 
members that already presents a sizable 
increase because our Aussie dollar is almost 
at par with the US dollar and the Canadian 
dollar, and the Pound and Euro are not doing 
very well either.  Good for some of us (like when 
I’m travelling to Europe next February) but not 
for our overseas members.  I can remind you 
that our policy has been in the past, and will 
continue to be, that you can pay for more than 
one year in advance, up to 10 years.  If in fact 
you pay for 10 years you will never get another 
account from use, you will be a member for 
life.  But even paying 2 or three years in one 
payment may save you some money.

And if you decide not to renew your membership, 
let us know.  If we don’t receive your renewal, 
you won’t be getting any more issues, but we 
will worry for quite a while if you just forgot or 
made a conscious decision.

NaPe iNDex

I think it’s necessary to remind members that 
they can download the latest version of the 
index from the NAPE website.  If you have 
the program disc provided free to members in 
May 2009, you can update the index to include 
all the recent issues, up to and including 
this one, by downloading the data file from  
http://www.nape.info/media/IndexNAPE-be.accdb 

and copying it to your C:\IndexNAPE folder, 
replacing the IndexNAPE-be file there.  The 
program can be purchased for $20.  The 
program is a MS Access database, and the 
Access program can be downloaded too, if you 
have a license for MS Access.  If not, then the 
disc has a runtime version that does not require 
a MS Access license.

NaPe volUNteers

You may know some of the people in our 
list of Contributors.  NAPE is a very small 
organisation, with membership hovering 
around 300 members.  But our bunch of 
volunteers is quite small.  On the inside front 
cover you will see the list of our “officials”.  
There is a Representative in each Australian 
State, plus those for some of our overseas 
members numerous enough and organised 
enough to nominate a rep.  And then there are 
the regular workers, our Editor, our Convenor 
and our Compositor/Secretary/Treasurer all 
rolled in one.  Finally the guy who sticks the 
dozens of stamps on the envelopes for our 
overseas members is maybe the most important 
of all – without him you would be seeing your 
Journal a lot later and with just a postage 
imprint.

But with the way postage is going we may have 
to think again about overseas delivery.  At 
present we reduce our cost by buying stamps 
on the open market at a considerable discount 
from face value.  That adds a 10% penalty (we 
need to add 10% in face value more stamps 
than the postage to pay the GST that was 
not included in the stamps printed before the 
introduction of GST), but still constitutes a 
small saving.

We’ve tried online membership, but only two 
people took that on, and it was not worth the 
bother of maintaining the password controls 
necessary to make this a viable option.  So now 
we have free online access to a reduced quality 
copy of our Journal.

It seems bulk postage from some neighbouring 
countries is used elsewhere, but we do not have 
easily accessible “neighbours”, like US/Canada, 
or Netherlands/Germany, to quote just a couple 
of postage-reducing mailings I have seen lately.  
If any members have any suggestion as to how 
we could do better, please let us know.

ýNEWSL�NEWSûNEWSL�
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Membership	Application	-	Valid	for	2009

interNational Association for Philatelic Exhibitors
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION - VALId FOR 2009

All these products and memberships can be ordered online at www.nape.info,  
“Our Products” page with secure credit card payment assured

Fee
Payment this 

form

One year Membership within Australia, post paid $30
One year Membership outside Australia, post paid $45
Life Membership is available by paying 10 years in advance $300/$450
Online membership: read the journal 10-14 days earlier and in full colour $20
Handbook for the Australian Exhibitor, post paid $20
Ten-year cumulative Index (Volumes 1-10) post paid $13
Back Numbers of The Asia Pacific Exhibitor post paid within Australia, specify 
which numbers $10 each

Back Numbers of The Asia Pacific Exhibitor post paid outside Australia, specify 
which numbers $12 each

Volumes 1-16 (some numbers very low) post paid, at current one-year membership 
price each volume

$30/$45per 
volume

Advertising available to Members Only

Size of Advertisement Full Colour 
Page

Black and 
White page

Four ads paid 
in advance

Full Page, 
B&W/Colour Max size 170mm x 272 mm $350 $200 Colour $1050; 

B&W $600

Half Page, 
B&W

Max size 80mm x 272mm or 
170mm x 131mm na $100 $300

Quarter Page, 
B&W

Max Size 80mm x 131mm or 
170mm x 60mm na $55 $165

Total Payment included

Payment is included using (circle one of the 
following)

Australian 
Cheque Bankcard MasterCard Visa Card

Name on Credit Card

Credit Card Number

Expiry date

your signature

your full mailing address (please PRINT your details or corrections)
Name

Address

Town/Suburb
Postal Code

Country
E-Mail address

Send this form together with your payment to:
The Secretary - NAPE Phone: +61 2 6292 6227
P O Box 462 Fax: +61 2 6161 7894
CIVIC SQUARE   ACT   2608
Australia E-Mail: hans@karman.id.au

mailto:hans@karman.id.au
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Meet	our	Contributors

MEET OUR CONTRIBUTORS
Bernard doherty FAP (NSW); APF Judges’ 
Register Project Officer, Showman exhibition 
program ‘test pilot’, national judge, exhibitor, 
philatelic writer, collects (Trad) South Africa 
Postage dues, Senegal, USA Americana Series; 
(PS) South Africa Postal Cards, modern 
Australia Postal Cards, (PH) Newcastle 
Postmarks, (PH2c) Servicing the Posts at 
Newcastle, Up Front and Behind the Scene at 
the Post Office, and The Post Office and Parcels 
from, to and within Australia.

Jan gane (WA) Past President WAPC, 
President Stirling Phil Soc, Editor Stirling 
Newsletter, Chairman Swanpex 2002, APF 
News Junior Supplement co-ordinator; 
exhibitor, collects: Seychelles 1966-1986 (Trad) 
Israeli Postal Stationery, Standby Shekels - 
Israel (Trad), Named Women (Them), Medical 
Connections (PH2c).

Tay Peng Hian RDP, FRPSL (Singapore) FIP 
President, Grand Prix International awards 
for Straits Settlement Classic, Burma Classic, 
Netherlands Classic.

Rod kantor (WA) Pres WAPC, WA State 
judge; collects Belize, Biafra, Katanga, Kiribati, 
Rhodesia/Zambia  South Kasai (Trad & PH); 
PPC British Honduras, St Helena, Victoria 
Falls.

Hans karman MAP (ACT) NAPE Sec/Treas/
compositor, life member Phil Soc of Canberra, 
Emeritus national judge (PH/PS); exhibits, 

collects: Dutch PS after WWII, Business of Aust 
Electoral Office (PH 2c), postcards relating 
history and operation of Windmills.

Chris king (UK) UK judge; collects and 
exhibits PH of Schleswig & Denmark, FIP Gold 
awards; keeper of the Roll of Distinguished 
Philatelists (RPSL).

geoffrey Lewis APR (NSW): FIP Judge 
(PH); National Judge (Trad, PH, one Frame), 
Exhibitor on PH of Philippines, Cuba, New 
Orleans, Mail entering Spain, 1836 Anglo-
French Convention; author of “PH of Spanish 
Philippines”, “Stampless Mail entering Spain” 
in the Edition d’Or series; member Royal 
Spanish Academy of Philately; winner 2009 
Tapling Medal.

Richard Peck MAP (NSW): national judge, 
philatelic literature writer and researcher, 
collects Tristan da Cunha, Postage Due stamps, 
Australian Postage meters impressions and 
machines, has written extensively, and self 
published works on other philatelic subjects.

Sheryll Ruecker (USA): Canberra Stampshow 
2002 Secretary, exhibitor (Trad, AYLI); collects 
pre-1950s New Hebrides stamps and postal 
history 

dingle Smith FAP (ACT): NAPE Convenor, 
FIP Revenues Bureau secretary, FIP judge (PS/
Rev); exhibitor, collects: Jamaica, Water, Aust 
States’ revenues.

Inlaid	marble	frieze	at	the	Taj	Mahal	(photo	Hans	Karman)
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Show	Time	!!!

SHOW TIME !!!

Dates Name / Venue Details Commissioner / Contact for 
Entries Closing Date

2010

19 - 21 No-
vember

Mandurah 2010  Mandurah Performing Arts 
Centre, Ormsby Terrace, Mandurah, WA

National One Frame 
& Australasian Chal-

lenge & Postcards

The Secretary Mandurah 2010, 
PO Box 1285, Mandurah WA 

6210
30-Aug-10

 2011

12 - 18 Feb Indipex 2011  Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, 
India

General World (FIP) 
including Champion-

ship Class

Charles Bromser, 37 Bridport 
Street, South Melbourne, 3205

closed

31 Mar - 3 
Apr

Sydney Stamp Expo 2011  Randwick Race-
course, Sydney NSW

National (plus Aus-
tralia Post Cup and 
100 Years On Chal-

lenge)

see exhibition website for State 
Commissioners

20-Nov-10

5 - 11 May Paraguay Bi-Centenial 2011 Exposition, 
Cewntral Bank, Asuncion

International (FIAF)

28 Jul - 2 
Aug

Philanippon 2011  Pacifico Yokohama Exhibi-
tion Hall, Yokohamao, Japan

General World (FIP) Ian McMahon 30-Nov-10

11-Aug Geepex 80  Geelong West Town Hall, 153 
Pakington St, Geelong West National One Frame to be advised to be advised

18-20 Nov CPs100 Student Union Building, Canter-
bury University, Christchurch

New Zealand Na-
tional to be advised to be advised

 2012

March Canberra stampshow 2012  to be ad-
vised Modified National to be advised to be advised

June tba  Fremantle, WA National plus GAFFA 
Challenge to be advised to be advised

15 - 18 Nov Hobart 2012  Hobart Town Hall, Hobart, 
Tasmania National One Frame to be advised to be advised

 2013

14 - 19 May Australia 2013  Melbourne Exhibition Build-
ing, Carlton, Victoria

FIP World to be advised to be advised

August Bangkok 2013 FIP World

October Adelaide 2013  Adelaide, SA National to be advised to be advised

http://www.mandurah2010.com/
http://www.mandurah2010.com/
mailto:president1@mandurah2010.com
mailto:president1@mandurah2010.com
mailto:president1@mandurah2010.com
http://stampsofindia.com/indipex2011.htm
http://stampsofindia.com/indipex2011.htm
mailto:chabro@optusnet.com.au
mailto:chabro@optusnet.com.au
http://www.sydneystampexpo2011.org.au/
http://www.sydneystampexpo2011.org.au/
http://www.sydneystampexpo2011.org.au/
http://www.sydneystampexpo2011.org.au/
http://www.philanippon.jp/english/
http://www.philanippon.jp/english/
mailto:ian.mcmahon4@bigpond.com
http://www.australia2013.com/
http://www.australia2013.com/
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NAPE		-		Aims	and	Objectives

NAPE  -  AIMS ANd OBJECTIVES
 ● To represent philatelic exhibitors 
w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e i r 
requirements and ambitions.

 ● T o  a d v e r t i s e  a n d  p r o m o t e 
opportunities  for philatelic 
exhibitors.

 ● To publish and disseminate 
information about all organised 
aspects of  our hobby,  with 
p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  t o 
encouraging participation in 
exhibitions.

 ● T o  c r e a t e  a  c o o p e r a t i v e 
environment between exhibitors 
and judges, and exhibitors and 
show organisers.

 ● To foster understanding between 
exhibitors in the different classes.

 ● To encourage new exhibitors at 
all levels and in all age groups.

 ● To sponsor appropriate awards 
at philatelic exhibitions and to 
recognise the achievements of all 
exhibitors.




